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HE Insurance Commissioners and Fire Marshals of the 
respective States can do good work in the interest of 
public safety by calling the attention of the people of their 
States to the every-day dangers, which have become so com- 
mon that they are unnoticed by the average citizen. Thus, the 
Insurance Commissioner of North Carolina sends out with 
his letters little slips referring to rats and matches as com- 
mon causes of fires, and advocating the use of safety matches 
only, and others suggesting that cities and towns should have 
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a “clean-up day” as well as a “clean-out day,” in which the 
citizens should dispose of all rubbish accumulations, and es- 
pecially of combustible matter, and generally improve condi- 
tions from the point of view of the fire hazard. There are 
many municipalities throughout the country where a sugges- 
tion of this sort emanating from such an official source should 
carry sufficient weight to induce marked improvements in the 
conditions and the elimination of many possible causes of 
fire. 





HE Chicago Association of Commerce is actively pro- 
moting a movement to bring about safer conditions in 
the city named by urging the owners and occupants of build- 
ings to use every possible precaution against fire. The asso- 
ciation will assist in every feasible way the public officials in 
their endeavors to secure the enforcement of laws looking to 
the protection of life and property, and the establishment of 
a separate bureau in the fire department to bring about this 
desirable end is suggested. 





TERMINATIONS BY SURRENDER AND LAPSE+* 
STRIKING proof of the persistency of the life insur- 
ance business now being written is afforded in the sec- 
ond of the tables presented herewith showing the percent- 
age of mean policies in force terminated by lapse during 1910. 
The record for 1909 was considered a remarkable one, but 
the low figure of that year—3.17 per cent—has now been re- 
duced to 2.91 per cent. It is evident that the elimination of 
high-pressure methods has resulted in the production of a bet- 
ter class of business and that policyholders having paid full 





* Copyright, 1911, by The Spectator Company, New York. 
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INCLUSIVE. 
en | | AVERAGES. 
NAMES OF l 
1891 | 1892 | 1893 | 1894 | 1895 | 1896 | 1897 | 1898 | 1899 | 1900 | 1901 | 1902; 1903 | 1904 905 | 1906 | 1907 | 1908 | 1909 | 1190 | 1891 | 1896 | 1901 | 1906 | 1891 
COMPANIES. | to | to | to | to | to 
1895 | 1900 | 1905 | 1910 | 1910 
es ey Se eel Soe eer ee Boe . a Se Cae 
on | | a ¥ 
Maia ee ccs ess 1.41 | 1.84 | 1.78 | 1.69 | 1.65 | 1.70| 1. 57 | 1.31 | 1.03 | 1.02 | 0.87 | 0.87} 0.99] 0.99 | 1.06 | 1.24 | 0.83 1.29 | 1.48 | 1.86 | 1.68 lt 31 | 096 | 1.35 | 1.29 
Berkshire ...........-- 3-64 | 3.02 | 2.84 | 3.59 | 3-69 | 3 04 | 2.83 | 2.60 | 2.16 | 1.86 | 2. oS 1.67/| 1.53] 1.50/| 1.63 | 1.56| 1.75 | 2.11 | 1.97 | 1.82 | 3.36 | 2.46 | 1.67 | 1.84 | 2.19 
Connecticut General. .| 0.91 | 1.25 | 1.36 | 1.84 | 2 27 | 2.41 | 4.03 | 3.45 | 2 80) I. 78 | 1.67 | 1.60] 1.20] 1.59/ 1.25 | 1.30 1.19 | 1.51 | 1.50| 1.48 | 1.56 | 2 85 | 1.45 | 1.41 | 1.69 
Connecticut Mutual. .| 0.90 | 0.76 | 0.90 | I.o1 Be 05 | 1.19 | 094 | 1.23 | 097 | 0.93 | 0.94} 0.91 | 0.88] 1.10} 1.12 | 0.89 | 1.02 | 1.12 | £ 20] 1.56]093 | 105 | 1.00| 1.09 | 1.04 
Equitable ...........- “ 4 ; 3-70 | 3 87 | 3.84 | | 3-40 | 2.98 | 2.17 | 1.76 1 64| 1.67| 1.58| 1.80| 2.80 | bo) | 3-10 | 3 06 | 3.09 | 2.83 | 3.11 | 2.77 | 1.94 | 3-25 | 2.73 
| | 
Germania .......----- J fd 2.21 | 2.34 | | 2.42 | 2.24 | | 2.06 1.56 | 1.70 | 1.59 | 1-43 1.39] 1.35 | 1-31 | | 3.44 | 1.56 | 1.81 | 2 o2 | 1.82 | 1.96 | 1 98 | 1.4t | 1.73 | 1.74 
Home Life.... : és 4-90 | 3. 74 | | 3-39 | 304 | 2.98 | 197) I.91 | 1.43|1.18| 1.14] 1.14 | 1.40 | 1.75 | 1.76 | 2.30 | 2.61 | 2.96 | 4.44 | 2 61 | 1.80 | 2.70 | 2 36 
John Hancock i ; i 3.03 | 3-38 | 3-19 | 3- 3 05 | 2.41 | 2.13 | 2.15 | 1.87| 1.72] 1.53} 1.55 | 1-53 | 1-31 | 1.56 | 1 64 | 1.72 | 3.01 | 2 76| 1.70| 157 | 1.78 
Manhattan........... A . ; 1.31 | 1.23 | 1.73 | 1.35 | 1.78 | 1.47 | 1.48 | 1.53 | 1.72| 1.57/| 1.62 | 2.03 | 195 2.98 | 2.55 | 2.15 | 1 46| 1.51 1.59 | 2.33 | 1.76 
Massachusetts Mutual) 3.25 | 2.62 | 2.81 | 4.16 | 3.06 | 3.02 | 3.58 | ses 2.40 | 2.04 | 2.16 | 2.00) 1.67| 1.57 | 1.40 | 1.64 1-47 | | 1.55 1.81 | 1.4 | 3.20 | 2.77 | 1.73 | 1.5 | 2.04 
| | | } 
Metropolitan ......... 1.86 | 1 66 | 6.80 | 2.70 | 1.32 | 1.44 | 1.76 | 1.55 | 1.36 | 2.06 | 1.66 | 1.08 | 1.53| 1.78 | 2.03 | 2.54 | 2.51 | 2. 87 | 289 | 2.78)275)171 1.68 | 2.74 | 2.34 
Michigan Mutual..... 2.26 | 2.23 | 2.28 | 2.98 | 3.41 | 3.70 | 5.48 | 4 25 | 2.52 | 1.73 | 1.32 | 1.08 | 1.03} 0.97 | 1.95 | 1.67 | 2.64 | 3 87 | 3.02 | 2.66 | 2.65 | 3.41 1.28 | 2.76 | 2.38 
Mutual Benefit....... 3-13 | 2.96 | 3.67 | 4.15 | 3- 77 | | 3-82 | 4.04 | 3.63 | 2.81 | 2.71 | 2.66 | 1.60) 2.42) 2.57 | 2.80/17 | I.7O | 1.74 | 1.61 | 1.40 | 3.59 | 3-36 | 2.43 | 1.64 | 2.46 
Mutual of New York. .| 2.04 | 2.30 | 2.67 | 3.19 | 3-70 | 3.80 | 3.80 | 1.25 | 2.22 | 0.68 | 0.72 | 0.85 | 1.04] 1.1% | 1.50 | 2.27 | 2.53 | 2.78 | 2.97 | 2 47| 2 85 | 2 26 1.08 | 2.61 | 207 
National Life........ 4.83 | 3 68 | 4.02 | 5 61 | 4.98 | 3.99 | 4.16 | | 3. 95 | 3-12 | 2.70 | 2. 34 | 2.08} 209} 2.01 | 2.06 | 2.57 | 2.48 | 1.79 | 2.01 | 1.90 | 4.66 | 3.52 | 2.10 | 2.04 | 2.62 
New England........ 2.76 | 2.47 | 2.88 | 3 56 | 2.59 | 2.89 | 2.92 | | 2. 43 | 2.27 | | 2.00 | 1.81 | | 1.65 1.53.| 1 50| 1.44 | 1.43 | 1.41 | 1.61 | 1.66 | 1.41 | 2.85 | 2.48 1.57 | 1.51 it go 
New York............ 2.38 | 2.22 | 1.64 | 202} I.92 | I. 80 | I. 44 | 1.21 | 1.11 | 0.96 0.98 | 1.21 | 1.47| 1.31 | 0.90 | 1.29 | 1-89 | 2.22 | 2 40 | 2.02] 201 | 1.24/ 1.17} 195 | 1.59 
Northwestern......... 0.79 | 0.79 | 1.44 | 2.09 | 207 | I. 94 | I 73 | 1.32 | 1.05 | 0.97 I.Ig|1I-10| 1.2%] 1.39] 1.83! 1.92 | 1.80 | 1.95 | 2.10 | 2.14] 1.50 | 1.36 | 1.36| 1.99 | 1.62 
Pacific Mutual........ 2.16 | 2.77 | 3.28 | 4.22 | 4.07 | 3.47 | 3.82 | 2.58 | 2.06 | 1.30 | 0.95 | 0.84) 0.79} 0.72 | 0.69 | 0.89 | 1.07 | 1.39 | 2.08 | 2.28 | 3.37 | 2.43 077 | 1.56 | 1.51 
Penn Mutual......... 1.87 | 1.57 | 1-80 | 2.84 | 2.81 | 3. 16 | 2.73 | 2. 12 | I. 74 | 1.55 | 1.45 | 1-33} 1-20) 1.34 1.64 | 1.89 | 1.73 | 2.24 | 1.38 | 1.74 | 2 22 | 2. 17| 1.40 | 1.79 | 1.78 
Phoenix Mutual....... 0.57 | 0.44 | 0.58 | 1.12 | 1.18 | 1.59 | ws I. 6a I. | 1.34 | 1.46 | 1.54| 1.43| 1.40| 1.55 | 1.52| 1.61 | 1.85 | 1.71 | 1.45 9 =f | I. 68 | 1.47 | 1.62 1.49 
Provident L. & T..... 2.24 | 1.59 | 1.97 | 2.35 | 1-88 | 1.84 | 1.78 | 1.74 | 1.48 | 1.32/ 1.19 | 1.18| 1.24 | 1.32/ 1.38 1.42| 1.36 | 1.47 | 1.50/| 1.65 1.60 | 1.26 | 1.48 | 1.53 
State Mutual......... 3.48 | 3-14 | 3-94 | 4.32 | 3-5 | 3.60 | 3.47 | 3-50 | 2.66 | 2.43 | 1.99 | 2.03| 2.06] 2.04/ 1.79 | 1.66 | 1.78 | 2.26 | 2.12 | 1.82 ; a | 3-09 | 1.98 | 1.93 | 2.40 
Travelers ............ 1.02 | 0. 1.12 | 1.39 | 1 54 | 1.60 | 1.89 | 162 1.21 | 0.93 | 0.92 0.90} 1.04} 1.35 | 1.34 | 1.52 | 1.30 | 1.85 | 2.11 | 1.79 | 1.22 | 1.42 | 1.13 | 1.73 | 1.44 
Union Central........ 1.06 | 0.85 | 0.82 | 0.95 | 1.08 | 0.96 | 0.77 | 0.68 | 0.58 | 0.59 | 0.59 ir 44| 0.39} 0.39 | 0.44 | 0.57 | 0.55 | 0.59 | 0.63 | 0.69 | 0.95 | | age | 0-44 | 0 61 | o6r 
Union Mutual........ © 40 | 0.48 | 1.06 | 0 89 | 1.06 | 1.14 | 0.88 | 1.07 | 1.02 | 0.91 | 0.85 | 0.73 | 0.79} 1.09/ 1.25 | 1.49 | 1.05 | 1.39 | 1.15 | 1.0f | 0.80 | 1.0} 0.96 | 1.23 | r.04 
United States ........| 0.51 | 0.83 | 0.95 | 1.01 | 1.11 | 1.19 | 1.42 | 1.71 | 1.46 | 1.10 1.20} 2.34| 124) 1.45 | 1.69 | 1.77| 1.98 | 3.27 | 2.26| 2 81] 0 89 /1.37/ 1 58 | 2.40 1.58 
Average (27 cos.)...| 2.03} 1.98 | 2.23 | 2.72 | 2.78 | 2.74 | 2.57 | 1.88 | 1.69 | 1.32 | 1.28 | 1.23 | 1.36| 1.42| 1.59 2.02 2.03 | 2.29 | 2.34 | 2.14 | 2.38 | 1.98 | 1.39 | 2.08 it 92 
| } | 
| a | as | Zz | 
| } | | | ' | | 
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| AVERAGES, 

NAMES OF COMPANIES 1891 | 1892 | 1893 | 1894 | 1895 | 1896 | 1897 | 1898 | 1899 | 1900 | 1901 | 1902 | 1903 | 1904 | 1905 | 1906 | i907 | 1908 | 1909 | 1910 | 1891 | 1896 | 1901 | 1906 | 1891 

t to | t t t 
1895 1900 1905 1910 1910 

. . 
Mitna Life......cccccessecccees 2.98] 3.16) 4.06) 3.63/ 2.84! 2.89) 2.63) 2.40) 2.27| 2.03] 2.37| 2.61) 2.98) 3.12) 3-39) 3-44| 2.79] 2 68) 2.03) 2.00) 3.34) 2.42) 3.4) 2 82) 2.77 
Berkshire. ......0...+-seccccves 5-94| 5-23| © 25) 6.66) 5.49) 5.99) 5-21) 4.43| 3-52) 3-20] 3.10] 2.96] 2.46) 2.55/ 2.38 2.35| 1.45| 1-27) 0.94) 0.86] 59 | 4 39) 2.68) 1.37| 3 19 
Connecticut General........... 5-64) 5.32) 5-50] 4.97} 4.61 4.89) 3.94! 4.02| 4.31) 3.99] 393| 3 65) 3-47) 3-55| 3-26) 3-38) 2 84) 2 66) 252) 2.50) 5 18) 4.21, 355) 2.77| 357 
Connecticut Beatual 2... <csewes 1.50] 1.62| 2.14) 1.87) 1.70! 1.82) 1.42) 1.26] 1.17) 1 24] 1.04] 1.10] 1.02) I.00) I.01) I.02/ £04) I 33) 1.40} 1.46] 1.76 1.30) 1.01| 1.23] 1.35 
PMMEOINE 6504500 srevnccccscec 8.70] 9.95} 5.33/ 8.88 5.81| 5-49) 4-64) 4.88) 4.52) 5.16) 4 51| 4.83) 5 39] 6 18) 7.52) 6.32| 2.36} 1.42) 1.49} 1.70] 7.84 4.931 5 82| 270} 4.95 

NN 6565 bohbertacscwerbies 3 87| 4 16) 5.64) 5.96 4.99| 4-18] 3.74 05| 372! 3-82] 3.55| 3-58] 4.10) 4.59 459] 65| 4 85| 2.88) 2.36) 2.28] 4.97 3.89) 4-12 3-39] 3 
5 . . . | . . . ° . . . ° . 99 
a ne 5.15] 6.44|10.45|11.50| 8.88) 9.76) 8.16) 6.19] 6.91/ 6.02| 6.25 | 6.80) 6.78) 6.81) 6.84 6.87) 5.74] 3.63) 2.94/ 2.76] 8,69 7-31) 6.71) 4.35) 6 23 
John Hancock ................ 2.44| 2.65] 5.55| 7.08) 6.58] 8.54! 7.76) 6.21| 6.64! 6 34! 4 63] 4.71| 5.37) 6 82) 7.14) 8.36] 7 43] 7-43) 5-51| 4-89] 5.28) Bar| 6.04} 6.55| 6 40 
Manhattan .............000005- 9.63| 8.85] 9-55|11.69| 8.82| 9.30) 6.40] 5.89) 5.28) 5.08] 4.62 | 5.46] 5.89) 6.52) 7.66) 8.6,| 6 81| 2.57) 2.22| 2 20) 9 74] 6.39) 6.12] 4.55) 6.45 
Massachusetts Mutual.......... 5:52} 5 24) 6.40] 5.51) 5.03) 4.85) 4-49) 4-22| 4.40) 3.45) 3 28/| 3-14] 3 47| 3-20 334 3.5€| 2.50] 2.21! 1 G6] 2.01] 5.52 4.23) 3.29] 2.38] 3 37 

| | 
Metropolitan.................. 4-66] 5.97/17.85|32.45 36.0128. 35) 28. 74 '27.60'25 66) 23.86/17.71 |16 80 14.60|14.64 15 19) 13. Po 11.61|13.04| 9.75| 7.68|27 70|25 84/15 5c|£0.82/13.52 
Michigan Mutual............. 4.23} 6.94/11.61| 7.45 17-70) 7.81| 6 82| 7.20 g.02| 13.57 16.65 |25 67|18.56|12.59| 8.59) 8 7-43| 5-47] 3-92| 4.02] 9 80] 9.16)15.50) 5 37/10.38 
Mutual Benefit................ 2 03| 2.29] 2.89 304 2.60 2.58) 2.31) 2.24/ 2.04) 1.91| 1.85 | 1.95] 1.86) 2.02 2.22) fo 1.76} 1.30] 0.93] 0.87] 2.59] 2 40) 2.14) 1.47) 1 87 
erie New York........... 6 81| 6.59) 8.20) 8.61] 7.03) 7.44) 7.18 7.75| 4 62) 5 88) 4.98] 5.04) 5.02) 5.28) 5.91) 6 11| 2.69] 1.47| 1.42/ 1.81) 7.50| 6.53) 5.29) 2.74] 4.88 
ational Life... ...0.cecees.+.- 7.06] 5.76) 6.87) 6.53 6.01 6 57 5.-15| 4-01] 3.59} 3-90} 3.89 | 3.85] 4.86] 5.37) 5 02) 6.08) 4.58) 3.38] 2.32) 1.97] 6.43 4-54) 4-67| 3.57] 4-47 
New England ................ 1.84] 2.47) 1.67) 2.38 2.18) 2.71 3.03} 2.82) 2.44] 24¢| 2.60) 2.73) 3.22| 3.60) 3.46) 2.82) 2.42) 1.73) I 69] 2.11 2.87) 2 93) 2.36] 25 
oR SO . | 8.46] 8.08)/10.75|12.44/11.18| 8 12) 8.38 6.61| 6.25) *6.82/*5.go |*5.93/*6 26) *6.52|*7.15|*g.16|*4.66)"3.18|*2.37|*2.20]10.42| 6.83/*5.07|*3.28) 4.92 
Northwestern................++ 5-75| 5-46) 5-18] 4.11 3.38 354) 2.97) 2.66| 2.31) 2.25| 2.11 | 2.12) 2.07) 2 T4/ 2.25) 2.25/ 1.99] 2.11) 1.68] 1.53] 4.67, 2.69, 214! 1.89) 257 
ang Mutual ............ ... |10.96/10.37| 8.78) 9.59/ 9.42/10.21| 8 84/10.00/12.27/10.83| 12.18 | 11.91|18.65/| 16 84|18.47| 9.88) 4.10 3 89| 2.4¢| 2.22] 9.78/10 58|16 34| 4.43) 8 go 
RE PDD 66s cbw siseinsceciones 5-68) 5 28) 6.68) 7.35) 6.21) | 5-69) 4-87| 4.66) 4.67) 4.98] 4.87! 5.47) 5.57) 5-39} 5-95| 6.1<| 5.36] 5.42) 2.¢9| 2.73] 6.29 +95) 5-50] 4 46] 5 05 
Pheenix Mutual............... 3-57| 3-51| 5-63) 6.75 eid 7 46) §.11| 5 99| 6.82) 6.13] 5.98 | 3.83] 3.67| 4.19] 5 30) 4.66] 4.16) 3 56) 2.73) 2.59] 5.20] 6.25) 4 57| 3-48 
D ; 5 . 2 . ; s ’ , . . 5 . z i , 4-57 
Provident L De Weesidurcweeakn 4-65} 3-99] 4-25] 4.13 3.56 3.56) 3-58) 3 23) 2.98) 2.85) 2.84 3 2.77| 2.84| 2.83) 2.94| 2 76| 2.93) 2.77) 2.46] 4 09) 3.22) 2.81] 2 73] 3.17 
— ne err a 2.54) 2.23| 2.69) 2.34) 2.50 266) 2.25 211) 268) 3.32) 2.58| 2.38) 3.65) 3-81| 3.48) 3 59) 2.93) 2.39) 1.92) 1 £8) 2.46 2.64! 3.23) 2.51] 274 
MEDS 6 SUN p26 ison secececinn’s 4-93] 4.57| 5-68) 5 83 4-53) 4-40) 3-98) 3-32] 3-50] 3-94] 3-32] 3-43] 3-29) 3-45) 4 30) 3.96) 3.38) 3.06) 2 92) 3 85} 5.12 3.82) 3-60] 3.43) 3-79 
Union Central................. 13.34|LI.12|12.25|14.05] 12. 6al13.00|10.58| 9.13) 7-37) 6.58] 5.72] 5.10] 5.03 5.00] 5.31) 5.26) 3.77) 3.47) 2.77| 2-10]12.71 9.co! 5.22) 3.41) 6.06 
Union Mutual................. 4-65| 6.33) 9-53/1I.95| 9.79 9 20) 8.87 8.60) 7.71 7.78| 7.65 | 7.05| 6 14| 6.06 a 7.02| 6.01| 3.23) 1.78) 1.84] 8.64; 835 656) 404) 6.35 
RIMM SABIOR. 0 000s ono cece doe 12.60) 13.75|13-24|14.39|13-70| 9.58) 9.07) 9 24! es 7.40| 7.82 | 8.41/10.54 10.78] 8.78) 6.62) 5 97) 4.51) 3-86) 3 80]13.55) 8.57) 9.29] 5.03| 9.10 
==: = — — — —- — —- — POE SERS Whe, EPI Pesticide Rie Rei Caiiald Pek oa 
Averages (27 companies)..... 6.26) 6.42) 7.01] 7.93 6.79 6.37 5-79 5.98 s-49 6.03] 5.44| 5.68) 5.85) 6.26] 6.80) 6.91| 4.54) 4.04| 3.17] 2.91] 6.93 5.76) 6.08] 4.03] 5.18 
{ 
noe | | 





* Including transfers from life and endowment to term under provisions of contract permitting extension at end of first year, many elaims being paid under such extension. 


price for their insurance are less disposed to drop it at the 
end of the first or second year. A comparison of the lapse 
ratio of 1910 with preceding years shows that it was less than 
one-half of the ratio of 1904 and is over five points lower 
than the highest figure of the past twenty years. While the 
increased number of policies in force has had a slight effect 
on the lapse ratio, nevertheless it is evident that the wholesale 
lapsing of policies is at an end. 

A notable improvement was also shown in the percentage 
of policies surrendered last year, the ratio being 2.14 per cent, 
as against 2.34 per cent for 1909. In view of the liberal sur- 
render values now being offered by a number of companies, 
it is matter for congratulation that policyholders are taking 
such slight advantage of them. Apparently the loan feature 
is aiding in retaining policies on the books which otherwise 
would be surrendered for their entire cash value. In consid- 
ering this table due regard should be had as to the period 
at which surrender options become available, it varying from 
one to three years with different companies. A high per- 
centage of surrenders does not, therefore, always indicate a 
heavy loss in business, for it may be offset by a lower lapse 
ratio. 

The percentages in these tables are based on the number of 
policies terminated by surrender and lapse to the mean num- 
ber in force year by year for twenty years past, with aver- 
ages by five-year periods and also for the entire twenty years. 
Taken in connection with the exhibit showing the termina- 
tions by death recently printed in THe Spectator, these tables 
give an approximate idea of the way in which policies go off 
the books of the life insurance companies annually. 
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FIRE INSURANCE TOPICS 


NEW YORK SURVEYS. 


A Safe and Sane Fourth.—Mayor Gaynor’s safe and sane Fourth 
of July committee is arranging celebrations in every one of the five 
boroughs of Greater New York, and where necessary at several 
centers in each. 


Charles A. Schieren Retires as United States Trustee.—Charles 
A. Schieren has retired as United States trustee of the Aachen and 
Munich Fire, and is succeeded by Albert H. Wiggin, president of 
the Chase National Bank. 


Talbot & Co. Get Assurance Company.—John M. Talbot & Co. 
will represent the Assurance Company of America as New York city 
agents from June I. 

New Building Code Before Aldermen.—The proposed new build- 
ing code for New York city was introduced last week before the 
Aldermen by Alderman Kenneally, chairman of the committee on 
buildings. The new code removes many of the restrictions against 
cinder concrete, but does not place it on a par with hollow tile. It 
contains rigid provisions as to the construction and arrangement of 
factory and loft buildings. Exterior and interior fire prevention and 
protection facilities are provided for; floor areas are restricted; 
number and arrangement of work tables and machinery are specified, 
and the use and occupancy of such loft and factory buildings are 
restricted. If adopted the code will be put into effect sixty days after 
the Mayor approves it. 

- Van Voorhis & Gaubert Get Another Agency.—Van Voorhis & 
Gaubert have been appointed Brooklyn and vicinity agents of the 
Massachusetts Fire and Marine of Boston, Mass. 

Board Members Must Attend Meetings in Person.—At the last 
meeting of the Board a prominent English manager of this city raised 
an interesting question which has been the source of annoyance to 
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May 25, 1911] 


many others. He stated, briefly, that in accordance with the rules of 
the Board he had on a recent occasion paid a fine of one dollar for 
failure to respond to the roll call. Since then he had noticed that 
when certain names had been called by the secretary, clerks for the 
offices had answered, and a few minutes after had slipped out of the 
room, The effect was to save the delinquent office from the fine and 
encourage a practice which the Board itself had condemned. He 
therefore called for the enforcement of the rule. This statement 
developed that more than two years ago a special committee, con- 
sisting of former presidents of the Board, had been appointed to 
revise the rules about non-attendance, but had never made a report 
and, it was charged, had never held a meeting. It was decided to re- 
quest an early report, and in the meantime to enforce the rule 
mentioned. 

Forty-Day Rule Investigation—A committee of seven has been 


appointed by the Exchange to investigate the charge that the rule 


requiring payment of fire premiums within forty days of the end of 
the month when policies are dated is persistently violated. This action 
was precipitated by the withdrawal of the appeal by the Atlas local 
agency from a fine levied by the arbitration committee for a specific 
charge of violation. The committee is overhauling the certificates filed 
by the companies that the premiums due at the required dates have 
been paid or the policies not paid for have been canceled. There is a 
discrepancy in the actual facts if it be true the rule has been violated. 
The investigation will result probably in the discovery that generally 
the rule requiring payment has been faithfully observed, but in some 
cases it has been overlooked. The special committee of the Exchange 
appointed to consider violations of the non-payment rule consist of 
Messrs. Wray, Christopher, Weed, Kent, Brickelmaier, Crum and 
Major White. C. F. Shallcross was one of the appointees but de- 
clined to serve. 

Fire Insurance Broker Lands Fat Life Risk.—A fire insurance 
broker landed a fat life insurance premium last week through a 
customer who wanted some extra life insurance prior to his departure 
for Europe and sent for the broker. The entire service consisted of 
explaining the rates of the leading companies and filing an ap- 
plication for $20,000. The day after the doctor’s examination took 
place, and two days later the policy was delivered in exchange 
for a check for the premium without any rebate. The next day the 
applicant left for Europe, and the broker planned his. own summer 
vacation, to take in a trip to the Pacific Coast and Alaska. For a trick 
which demanded so little work the reward was unusual, but not less 
acceptable on that account. 

Small Brokers’ Fee Wins Out.—The representatives of the small 
brokers at_Albany won out in securing an amendment to the State 
license bill reducing the proposed fee to $10 from the $100 previously 
agreed to by the Assembly committee. The larger brokers have 
accepted the change without a fight, though their own interests would 
have been served better if the $100 had been allowed to stand. 

Soap Factory Loss Total.—The loss on the soap factory April 13 
turns out to have been total, with an insurance of only half the value 
on stock and no salvage in sight. It was of the class known among 
the adjusters as “an automatic self-adjuster.” 

Discrepancy in Proofs of Loss.—With an insurance of $170,000 
cn building occupied as a department store, a claim for $1190 was 
presented by the broker in charge, but the owner filed proof for only 
$115. It is now an interesting question whether the broker paid the 
difference. 

Fire Losses Heavy.—The losses in the metropolitan district for 
the first four months of the present year are reported to be one 
hundred and one per cent in excess of the losses of 1910. They are 
well distributed, and the upper New York dwelling section has con- 
tributed the largest share. 

Unauthorized Insurance Still Flourishes.—The feeble attempt of 
the State Insurance Department to suppress unauthorized insurance 
and the solicitors engaged in that clandestine business reveals itself 
in a prosecution of a Jersey broker who has been soliciting applica- 
tions for a small benevolent assessment concern. Why not go for 
the underground operators of the English Lloyds and Western inter- 
insurance concerns? : 
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Early Adjournment Hoped For.—The early adjournment of the 
legislature is not to be hoped for, but if it were in sight the companies 
might breathe freer with respect to their fear of hostile legislation. 





CHICAGO AND THE WEST. 


H. P. Magill & Co. Get General Agency.—The Scranton Fire of 
Scranton, Pa., has been licensed in Illinois, and Henry P. Magill & 
Co. of Chicago have been appointed general agents outside of Chicago. 


H. de Roode & Co. Appointed.—The Milwaukee Mechanics has 
given H. de Roode & Co. an agency for Chicago. Mr. de Roode repre- 
sented this company in 1877, and was one of the original stockholders 
when the company changed its organization to the stock plan. 





BOSTON AND VICINITY. 


“Qualification Bill” a Law.—House Bill No. 1755, requiring in- 
surance agents to give bonds, and commonly known as the “Qualifica- 
tion Bill,” has been signed by Governor Foss, and becomes Chapter 420. 

The Rate Appeal Bill.—The question as to whether Massachusetts 
is to have a board of appeal for fire insurance rates seems to be up 
to Governor Foss. The House has passed the bill, and although the 
Senate has not yet voted upon the matter it is regarded as very prob- 
able that the bill will receive its favor. Although conceived. by 
Representative Wells of the Lower House the bill expresses the senti- 
ments of President Treadway of the Senate, and he is making a 
strong personal campaign on behalf of the bill. The bill provides 
that the Governor shall appoint two persons, who, with the Insurance 
Commissioner, shall constitute a board of appeal of fire insurance 
rates. It provides the board with power to summon witnesses and 
compel their attendance, and stipulates that “any person, firm or cor- 
poration aggrieved by any rating of a fire insurance company or board 
may file a complaint with the Insurance Commissioner,” who shall at 
once apprise the board of appeal. The bill continues: “After due 
bearing the board shall make a finding as to whether the established 
rate is excessive, unfair or discriminatory, and shall make such recom- 
mendations as it deems advisable,” such findings being a matter of 
public record. The compensation of the Governor’s two appointees 
is set at $1c a day, but the Commissioner shall receive no extra com- 
pensation. 

Special Agency Changes.—George G. Bulkley, special agent for 
the London and Lancashire and the Orient, has become a special 
agent for the Springfield Fire and Marine in Western New England, 
succeeding E. H. Hildreth, who has been appointed assistant secre- 
tary. Paul Turner, Jr., special agent for the London and Lancashire 
in Pennsylvania, will succeed Mr. Bulkley in Massachusetts. 


NOTES FROM PHILADELPHIA. 


W. H. Kinney Chief Adjuster at Pittsburg.—The General Ad- 
justment Bureau has secured a valuable man as chief adjuster for its 
Pittsburg office in William H. Kinney, who resigned as adjuster of 
the Fidelity-Phenix at St. Louis to accept the appointment. 

J. C. Machonaghey’s New Connection—J. C. Machonaghey, 
formerly vice-president of the Insurance Company of the State of 
Pennsylvania, has been appointed New York State agent of the 
Newark Fire, dating from June 1. 

H. W. Forster Lectures.—H. W. Forster, chief engineer of the 
Independence Inspection Bureau, addressed the meeting of the Fire 
Insurance Society on Monday evening. His subject was “Building 
Construction and Private Fire Protection.” A number of interesting 
lantern slides, including some of the Asch building, 23 to 29 Wash- 
ington Place, New York, were used to illustrate the lecture. 

Agency Changes.—D. J. Walsh’s Sons have succeeded L. M. 
Addis as agents of the Albany for Philadelphia and vicinity. The 
name of Billington, Hutchinson & Co. has been removed from the list 
of signers of the Philadelphia agreement of April, 1897, as agents of 
the Southern of New Orleans. A direct reporting agency of the 
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Camden Fire Insurance Association has been placed with William L. 
Bradway, Inc., thus adding considerable strength to that important 
agency. 

Uncertainty as to Eastern Union Agreement.—There is much 
questioning on the street as to whether the new Eastern Union agree- 
ment for Philadelphia will go into effect or not on June 1, although 
the general opinion seems to be that it will. Agents are earnestly 
hoping that some conclusion will be reached by that date, so that 
the practice which has been carried on for a couple of months of 
renewing in advance congested section business of the succeeding 
month in order to, if possible, avoid a reduction of brokerage will be 
stopped. 





THE MIDDLE STATES. 


New York Board of Fire Underwriters Meets. 


The New York Board of Fire Underwriters held its annual meeting last 
week, and P. J. Schmidt of Sohmer Company and Secretary De Graff of 
the Nassau Fire were admitted to membership. The retiring president, 
William N. Kremer, made a speech of welcome to the incoming officers, 
and spoke appreciatively of the support and co-operation rendered by 
members during his term of office. In the absence of Henry W. Eaton, 
vice-president, Harold Herrick took the chair and responded in a few 
fitting and well-chosen words. It is thought that hereafter attendance 
at the meetings will be limited to actual membership. The new officers 
elected were as follows: 

President, Henry W. Eaton, resident manager Liverpool and London 
and Globe Insurance Company; vice-president, Harold Herrick, president 
Niagara Fire Insurance Company; secretary-treasurer, A. M. Thorburn, 
secretary United States branch Sun Insurance Office; assistant secre- 
tary, Curtis C. Wayland; assistant treasurer, W. L. Chambers. The fol- 
lowing are the standing committees: 

Finance—F. O. Affeld, Charles A. Hull, John H. Kelly, Thomas A. 
Ralston, David Rumsey, John W. Whiton and A. H. Wray. 

Fire Patrol—George B. Edwards, M. J. Ennis, J. G. Hilliard, E. E. 
Pearce, Charles H. Post, Wallace Reid and E. G. Snow. 

Laws and Legislation—M. O. Brown, George W. Burchell, E. H. A. 
Correa, U. C. Crosby, E. G. Richards, David Rumsey and C. G. Smith. 

Losses and Adjustments—Louis P. Bayard, Charles L. Case, J. Mont- 
gomery Hare, George C. Howe, George W. Hoyt, Joseph McCord, W. L. 
Perrin, Wallace Reid, John M. Talbot, S. R. Weed and A. H. Wray. 

Surveys—Frederick H. Crum, Howard Hampton, J. F. Hastings, Frank 
Lock, W. L. Perrin, C. F. Shallcross and Wyckoff Van Derhoef. 

Electricity—James A. Alexander, N. S. Bartow, R. C. Christopher, 
Joseph McCord, A. D. Irving, Jr., James Marshall and 8S. R. Weed. 





The Law Fidelity and General of London. 

We are advised that the John L. Dudley, Jr., Co. of New York has 
brought suit against the Law Fidelity and General Insurance Corpora- 
tion, Ltd., of London, England, to recover $15,000 for alleged breach 
of contract, and has attached funds in New York belonging to the com- 
pany last named. 





Liverpool and London and Globe of New York Increases Capital 


The Liverpool and Lendon and Globe Insurance Company of New York 
has given notice of its intention to amend its charter to include sprink- 
ler, automobile and marine insurance, and to increase its capital from 
$200,000 to $400,000. Incidentally the end of the fiscal year is to be 
changed from November 30 to December 31. 





Fire Underwriters Uniformity Association Meeting. 


The fifth annual meeting of the Fire Underwriters Uniformity Asso- 
ciation was held this week at the meeting rooms of the New York Board 
of Fire Underwriters. President Gorham Dana was in the chair. Re- 
ports of four committees were adopted, while two others were discussed 
and referred back to the respective committees. The following officers 
were elected for the ensuing year: President, C. H. Patton, Cleveland; 
vice-president, E. R. Hardy, New York; secretary and treasurer, Geo. 
H. Spooner, Boston. 
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—The Pennsylvania House has passed the State Fire Marshal bill by a vote 
of 158 to 23. 


—E. E. Hall of New York, of the firm of E. E. Hall & Co., sailed for Europe 
yesterday on the “Mauretania.” 


—The Senate at Albany has passed the Smith bill, appropriating $50,000 for use 
in protecting the State’s forests from fire. 


—F. W. Jenness will be the manager of the Rochester German Underwriters 
from June 1, with headquarters at Rochester. 


—Boardley S. Patterson, for fifty ;ears a director of the Southern Mutual Fire, 
died recently at his home at White Rock, Pa., aged seventy-seven years. 


—It is understood that the well-known insurance agency of E. B. Duval & Co. 
at Baltimore will represent the United States Fire of New York, which has 
applied for admission to Maryland. 

—The Pennsylvania Underwriters of the Westchester Fire Insurance Company 
of New York, which has heretofore only operated in Philadelphia, is about to 
branch out and do business in other Eastern cities. 


—Robert R. Tuttle is now vice-president of the Commercial Fire of Washing- 
ton, D. C., and has taken charge of the underwriting for that company, making 
his present headquarters at Washington. The general agency at Syracuse, N. Y., 
for the Capital Fire of Concord and the Delaware of Philadelphia has been 
severed. 


—A young man qualified to act as inspector for a company which is well 
established in New York State, preferably one about thirty years of age, and who 
has had experience as stamp clerk or surveyor, may learn of an advantageous 
opening by replying to the advertisement that appears in another column. 

—The municipal explosives commission gave a public hearing last Monday in 
New York on the adoption of the revised regulations covering the manufacture, 
transportation, sale and use of high explosives. Stringent regulations are 
planned for the supervision and restriction of black, blasting and smokeless 
powder. 


—The General Fire Extinguisher Company of New York city has issued a 
bulletin on the Triangle Waist Company holocaust. The contents of the bulletin 
consist of reprints from daily newspapers and comments on the disaster, with 
some highly appropriate articles on the value of automatic sprinkler systems for 
curbing fires in their incipiency. 

—The Rochester Chamber of Commerce has recently issued a pamphlet on the 
subject of “The Prevention of Fire,” which is to be gratuitously issued and 
given wide publicity for the purpose of trying to curtail the fire waste. The 
Rochester Board of Fire Underwriters heartily recommends this action of the 
Chamber of Commerce and highly appreciates the patriotic and disinterested 
motives of this representative body of Rochester business men. 





THE NEW ENGLAND FIELD. 


Old Colony of Boston, Mass., To Have More Surplus. 


The Old Colony of Boston, Mass., has arranged for its stockholders 
to contribute $75 a share upon its stock for the purpose of increasing its 


surplus to $350,000. Its capital is $400,000, and its net surplus on 
December 31, 1910, was $79,694. 





—The General Fire of Paris has appointed R. E. Bronson and E, S. Gordy its 
agents at New Haven, Conn. 





THE WEST. 


—The Industrial Fire, with offices in the Hamilton building, Akron, Ohio, is 
being organized. 

—Isaac B. Chandler, a member of the agency of George H. Olmsted & Co. of 
Cleveland, died recently. 

—George H. Batchelder, assistant manager of the Rochester German Under- 
writers, will apply for admission to the Western Union. 

—-The St. Louis Fire has reinsured its outstanding risks in Minnesota and 
Wisconsin in the American National Fire of Rock Island. 

—Bert E. Moreau, for the past two years special agent of the Columbia Fire of 
Omaha, Neb., has been appointed assistant secretary of the Western Fire of 
Lincoln, Neb. 

—The Scranton Fire of Scranton, Pa., and the New Jersey Fire of Newark, 
N. J., have entered Illinois, with Magill & Co. of Chicago as general agents for 
Cook county. 

—The Daily News of Chicago, in its issue of May 18, prints some interesting 
excerpts from R. S. Critchell’s recent publication: ‘Recollections of a Fire 
Insurance Man.” 

—Assistant Attorney-General Wathall of Texas has advised the Insurance 
Commissioner that a corporation cannot be granted a certificate of authority to 
act as an insurance agent in that State. 

—Insurance Commissioner Palmer of Michigan has notified all agents in that 
State that have written policies in unauthorized companies that they are liable 
to criminal prosecution under the new law, and must cancel all outstanding 
policies. Business relations with Lloyds must also be discontinued. 
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THE SOUTH. 





Annual Meeting of the South-Eastern Underwriters Association. 


On May 17, the South-Eastern Underwriters Association held its 
thirtieth annual meeting at Washington, D. C. All previous records for 
expedition were broken, the sessions occupying but a few hours. Presi- 
dent Prescott, in his address, spoke of legislative matters, referring 
particularly to the modification of the Alabama penalty law and the 
change in the Alabama laws governing municipal taxation. To the use 
of the flue warranty was ascribed good results in improving construc- 
tion; and reference was made to the proposed specific rating of dwell- 
ings. The graded commission plan was touched upon, and the obstacles 
met with in its application discussed. Owing to legal objections it is 
not now in force in Florida and North Carolina, but conditions in 
Florida are under consideration by a special committee. The organiza- 
tion of field men in the South for the betterment of conditions was 
suggested, and the president hoped that the companies would further 
such organization. The printing of policy forms by the association for 
the use of all companies in its territory had been suggested to the presi- 
dent, and the matter was later referred to the executive committee for 
investigation. The manager’s report was then received. 

A committee of fifteen (instead of twenty-five as in the past) con- 
sidered the president’s address and presented its recommendations 
after the noon recess. The business of the meeting was completed, in- 
cluding the re-election of the old officers, by 4.30 P. M. 

Two companies, the Virginia State and the Virginia Fire and Marine, 
both of Richmond, withdrew from the association because of the con- 
struction placed upon the commission law of Virginia. 

The Granite State Fire of Concord and the Southern States Fire and 
Casualty of Birmingham, Ala., were admitted as members. The com- 
mittee of fifteen was composed of Messrs. Holman, Rees, Lock, Busch, 
Kauffman, Correa, Kremer, Milligan, Crosby, Duncan, Dargan, Chapin, 
Coffin, Crockett and Burger. 

An arbitration committee was appointed, with Edward Milligan as 
chairman, and S. Y. Tupper was made chairman of the membership 
committee. §S. Y. Tupper is chairman of the new sprinklered risk com- 
mittee. The officers re-elected were: President, W.-R. Prescott; vice- 
president, E. H. A. Correa; manager, A. B. Andrews. 

The companies represented, with the names of their representatives, 
were: 

Aachen and Munich, Dan, B. Harris, manager, Atlanta. 

Etna, H. E. Rees, secretary, Hartford. 

American Central, C. H. Godfrey, Atlanta, 

American Union, Philadelphia, R. N. Hughs, general agent, Atlanta. 

Atlanta Home, Dowdell Brown, secretary, Atlanta. 

Atlantic National, Macon, Ga., John J. McKay, secretary. 

Atlas, London, Frank Lock, manager, New York. 

Atlantic Fire, Raleigh, R. S. Busbee, manager. 

British America, C. H. Godfrey, Atlanta, 

Carolina, Wilmington, N. C., Martin Willard, secretary. 

Citizens, St, Louis, Egleston & Prescott, managers, Atlanta. 

Commercial Union, olman, assistant manager, New York. 

Columbia, Athens, Ga., H. C. Stockdell, secretary. 

County Fire, Philadelphia, A, G. Hancock, general agent, Baltimore. 

Delaware, Philadelphia, E. G. Seibels, manager, Columbia, S. C. 

Dixie, Greensboro, N. C., H. R. Bush, vice-president. 

Fire Association of Philadelphia, W. E. Chapin, manager, Atlanta. 

Firemans Fund, E. S. ilson, manager, Macon, Ga. 

Franklin, Philadelphia, A. E. Duncan, president. 

Franklin, Washington, D. C., Dana Blackmar, general agent, Columbus, Ga.; 

Georgia Home, Columbus, Dana Blackmar, vice-president, 

German Alliance and German-American, New York, C. H. Coffin, assistant 
secretary, New York. 

Glens Falls, E. G. Seibels, manager, Columbia, S. C. 

Hamburg-Bremen, W. F. Pattello, general agent, Atlanta. 

Hanover, New York, William Morrison, assistant_secretary. 

Hartford, J, W. G. Cofran, vice-president, and Egleston & Prescott, man- 
agers, Atlanta. 

Home, New York, E. H. A. Correa, beng, roe ee : : 

Insurance Company of North America, Philadelphia, W. J. Catlin, assistant 
a sence 

Inter-State Fire, Birmingham, Ala., H. ‘B. Hare. 

Girard Fire and Marine, Philadelphia, P, B. Hare, Jacksonville, Fla. 

mie Philadelphia, A. G. Hancock, general agent, Baltimore. 

iverpool and London and Globe, Liverpool, ia B. Kremer, New York, 
and J. S. Pepper, Jr., New Orleans. 

London Assurance, J. H. Packard, agency secretary, New York, 

New Brunswick, N. J., R. N. pues, manager, Atlanta. 

New Hampshire, Manchester, L. . Crockett, secretary. 

New York Underwriters, J. G. Stoddart, general agent, New York. 

North Carolina Home, Alex. Webb, vice-president, and George P. Folk, 
secretary. 

Norwich Union, J. H. Burger, New York. 

Palatine, London, C. i. Holman, assistant manager. 

Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, W. J. Dawson, agency secretary. 

heenix, Hartford, Edward Milligan, vice-president. 
Pheenix, London, H. Terhune, agency superintendent, New York. 
Queen, New York, S. Y. Tupper, manager, Atlanta. 

oyal, Liverpool, Milton Dargan, manager, Atlanta. 

Royal Exchange, London, U. C. Crosby, general manager, New. York. 
a New Haven, Victor Roth, secretary, and D. B. Harris, manager, 

tlanta. 

Springfield Fire and Marine, Prioleau Ellis, assistant secretary. 

Sun, New Orleans, Fergus G. Lee, vice-president. ‘ 

Teutonia, New Orleans, Louis Baya, general agent, Jacksonville, Fla. 

Westchester, New York, O. E. Schaefer, assistant secretary. 

Western, Toronto, C. H. Godfrey, manager, Atlanta, 
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The adoption of the rule barring special agents, as well as local 
agents, from attendance at meetings is causing a diminution in a num- 
ber of those in attendance. The old plan of having special agents 
attend the meetings was educational in its tendency and operation, 
although some of the specials, particularly the juniors, came to regard 
the event as something in the nature of a social jollification. Under 
the new rules the meeting certainly completed its work expeditiously, 
although the work of the annual meeting was probably somewhat 
lessened by the executive committee meeting in February last. 
Although the attendance was not numerically as large at the last meet- 
ing as at previous meetings, it was noticeable that all but about five 
companies were represented. 

A report was current in Washington that the old Wharton law of 
Virginia was to be re-enacted. It is hoped, however, that this may not 
become a fact. There is a noticeable tendency among the South-Eastern 
Underwriters to let legislation take its course and deal with the various 
problems arising from legislation as action becomes necessary. Con- 
cerning the conditions in Virginia, in particular, the managers of other 
companies are inclined to the opinion that if the Virginia companies can 
stand the pressure the other companies probably can do so also. 

Some of the delegates took advantage of the early adjournment to 
leave for home or elsewhere on Wednesday night, while others stayed 
through Thursday, exchanging views and seeing the sights of Wash- 
ington. 





Petition to Dissolve Baltimore Board. 


William J. Boeckel has filed with the Governor of Maryland a petition 
for the dissolution of the Fire Underwriters Association of Baltimore. 
The petition is based on the ground that without warrant of law or with- 
out any power granted by the State the association undertakes to fix 
and establish the rate at which fire insurance may be written in Balti- 
more; and, furthermore, that the association requires its members to 
sign an agreement not to place or offer to place any risk at a rate lower 
than that fixed by the association. 





Rate Supervision in District of Columbia. 


Congressman Jackson of Kansas, who introduced a resolution in Con- 
gress providing for an inquiry into fire insurance rates, is also consider- 
ing the introduction of a bill requiring all fire insurance companies 
operating in the District of Columbia to file data concerning fire losses 
in the district and to submit to official supervision of their rates. 
Since the supreme court has held that insurance is not commerce, Con- 
gress can have no jurisdiction over its operations by the various States, 
but it does retain supervision of the business in the District of Colum- 
bia and the territories. 





Meeting of Kentucky Local Agents. 


LOUISVILLE, May 20.—At the annual meeting of the Kentucky Associ- 
ation of Local Fire Underwriters the election resulted in few changes, 
officers being chosen as follows: Samuel D. Langley, Madisonville, pres- 
ident; T. C. Timberlake, Louisville, first vice-president; W. R. Fisher, 
Carrollton, second vice-president; F. J. Hummel, Louisville, third vice- 
president; Owen R. Mann, Louisville, secretary and treasurer, and Alfred 
Pirtle, Louisville, chairman of the executive committee. 





—The Commercial Fire of Washington, D. C., has been admitted to West 
Virginia. 

—It is reported that Attorney-General Strauss will take up the probing of fire 
insurance rates in Baltimore. 

—R. C. Lewis has been appointed special agent of the Southern States Fire 
and Casualty of Birmingham, Ala., for Alabama and Mississippi. 

—Robert Lecky, Jr., general agent of the Northwestern National, has with- 
drawn his application for membership in the South-Eastern Underwriters Asso- 
ciation. 

—Gross R. Scruggs & Co. of Dallas, Tex., have been appointed general agents 
of the Camden Fire for Arkansas, Oklahoma and Louisiana (New Orleans 
excepted). 

—Rhett & O’Bierne of Atlanta, Ga., have been appointed managers of the 
Commercial Fire of Washington, D. C., for Georgia, Florida, Alabama and 
Mississippi. 

—It is announced that the State Mutual Fire of San Antonio, Tex., has 
deposited the necessary $6000 in securities with the State Treasurer, and will 
commence writing business. 

—G. L. Meyers & Co. of Memphis, Tenn., have been appointed general 
agents of the Hanover Fire and the Williamsburgh City Fire for Arkansas. The 
Royal and the Queen relinquish their Arkansas representation through G. L. 
Meyers & Co. ‘on July 1. 

—Holland B. Lowndes, well known in insurance circles in Atlanta, Ga., has 
purchased an interest in the insurance firm of Smith-Thornton-Winn & Co. This 
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firm does a general insurance business, writing fire, accident, health, liability 
and burglary insurance and surety bonds. 

—Two fire insurance companies were licensed to do business in Georgia by 
the Insurance Commissioner of the State on May 19. They were the Empire 
City Fire of New York and the Commercial Fire of Washington, D. C. Each 
company deposited $10,000 in bonds, as required by the Georgia law. 

—The Arkansas Legislature has adjourned, the principal new laws being those 
changing the tax from 2% per cent on net premiums of fire insurance com- 
panies to 1 per cent on gross premiums, and the establishment of the office of 
Insurance Commissionery which is to be the Deputy State Auditor. 

—Secretary N. P. Dewar, of the Rio Grande Fire of San Antonio, Tex., an- 
nounces that his company has received its license from the Texas Departspent 
to do a fire, lightning and tornado business. The company has a paid-up capital 
and surplus of $325,000, and expects to collect another $25,000 in a few days. 





MISCELLANEOUS FIRE NEWS. 





Annual Meeting of the National Fire Protection Association. 


The fifteenth annual meeting of the National Fire Protection Associ- 
ation commenced on Wednesday morning, May 24, at the Waldorf Astoria 
hotel, New York. President W. H. Merrill’s address was, in part, as 
follows: 

ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT W. H. MERRILL. 


Fifteen years is a brief space of time in the his izati 
it is briefer in the history of a nation. Yet for our pre yey aiad saabiaies 
the San Francisco, Baltimore, Chelsea and Bangor conflegrtations. the Windsor, 
Sroguets, Collingswood, Boyertown, Slocum, Lenox, Cherry, Newark, Chicago 
: s and sch disasters; not a day without its i i 
destroyed and not a month without record of the chiles st heat a . he 
marks a burnt offering of more than two thousand million dollars’ worth f 
our created resources, and the lives of more than twenty thousand of our pe ie 

Many times and in many places I have called attention to these facts, as fone 
others of our members, and if people will listen, we must continue to speak of 
them; for, otherwise, the lessons which they teach will accomplish ee for 
humanity. Had these twenty thousand persons been killed fighting for their 
country rather than simply for their lives, their fame would be everlasting. Had 
these two billions of emery value been wiped out by the invasion of a foreign 
foe, the call for defense would meet with an universal response. But west of the 
— people are a bit hazy as to whether a thousand souls perished with the 
—— — ae a ae or oe me ge and east thereof not altogether 

§ ow or whether ea ier’ i i 
this i had np Dae: oy ch one should play a soldier’s part in combating 
people will listen, we must continue to speak of these things 

continue to show them how through the el: se agencies of te Netlonl Fire 
Protection Association each one may do his part for the common good. And 
thanks to our activities, the people are listening in greater numbers each day. 
and it is therefore well that we have our record of fifteen years of earnest con- 
stant, efficient work, that we may supply the ever-increasing demand for solutions 
of the problems involved by this enormous and disproportionate waste—this 
blight upon the fame and prosperity of America. It is well that during fifteen 
years we have proven in practice the soundess of our recommendations, for 
proven facts are demanded and being utilized to-day as never before. ‘ 

Formulated largely by men whose daily avocation is the anlysis of fire risks 
having in consultation with them representatives of all the interests involved and 
furnished with data on details by thorough and competent laboratory experimen- 
tation, it was reasonable to suppose that our specifications would successfully 
meet the requirements of practice; but it is comfortable to feel that such is the 
case and that we are not theorizing in the recommendations we make for safe- 
guarding the lives and property of our fellows. 

We prescribe real buildings of fireproof construction, not shells with unpro- 
tected vertical and horizontal openings, and finished or equipped with com- 
bustibles; real fire windows, not merely things of glass and Boo f real fire doors 
with fire (not ordinary) door hardware; real automatic sprinkler installations, not 
partial or ineffective equipments or perforated pipes; real fire hose, not the com- 
mon shoddy substitute; real first aid appliances, not those which require fires 
educated to meet their limitations; real fire signaling systems; real structural 
methods and materials; real fire-fighting apparatus; and so on through the whole 
field of fire protection. 

In the field of fire prevention, this, our fifteenth year, marks the assimilation 
by us of the work of three national institutions, which have been energetically 
and successfully engaged side by side with us throughout our existence. * * * 

Of special and miscellaneous subjects, our reports, pamphlets and papers cover 
thousands of items, information from which has been freely distributed wherever 
the need for it was apparent. We have added the spoken to the printed, the 
pictured and the written word, the activities of our representatives embracin 
an average of an address each week before organizations of business men co 
others in the principal cities of the country from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and 
from the Lakes to the Gulf. Certain of these efforts have been given wide pub- 
licity by the press, thus bringing the importance of our cause home to millions 
of readers. It is well that fire waste topics other than the latest fire horror of 
the day are beginning to have a news value which recompenses for the tele- 
graphic toll; for the computations of our publicity bureau show that nothing is 
more far reaching in its effect than the dispatch which secures head lines on the 
first page of all the metropolitan dailies—it percolates. 

The admirable articles and editorials in our quarterly magazine are.also widely 
_— and copied, many of them attracting attention in one form or another 

uring periods of a year or more after their publication by us. Specifications 
which we have prepared, adopted and recommended have run through many 
editions, hundreds of thousands of copies have been distributed, and their pro- 
visions are found embodied in many laws, rules and contracts relating to the 
various subjects which they specifically cover. We have designed, advocated and 
caused to be installed in many cities and towns the National Standard uniform 
thread for hose couplings and hedeant fittings, thus relieving in a greater measure 
each year the deplorable and unwise conditions which have prevented the fire 
apparatus of one town being of any considerable aid to its neighbor in case of 
emergency. 

Our activities in all of these directions are recompensed by knowledge of a 
public duty well performed. 

The organization which is successful in safeguarding lives and property against 
loss by fire is surely doing no small thing for humanity. * * * 

It is difficult to wage successful battle against an enemy always in ambush, 
who is constantly springing into action in a variety of manners and in many 
places. It is hard to arouse sustained interest in a proposition that does not 
admit of argument; it is not easy to create enthusiasm for the suppression of 
carelessness, when many of the persons addressed are guilty of this offense. 


But surely an organization can do more than the in ividual, and an organiza- 
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tion with equipment more than one without. The National Fire Protection Asso- 
ciation has the equipment, the experience, the expert working committees, the 
record of a volume of work accomplished, the tools and facilities, the men and 
the methods for the alleviation of this national disease. The trouble cannot be 
entirely cured, because we cannot rebuild our cities, or immediately alter the 
characteristics of the American people. We shall have other conflagrations and 
further fire horrors as penalties for the negligences of years. * * * 

But we can save the next generation from much of the shame attached to ours. 
We can eradicate severe conflagration conditions in many of the cities; we can 
safeguard premises where large numbers of people congregate; we can minimize 
hazards of all kinds; we can attack the common cause of fire in our own and in 
our neighbors’ homes; we can specify effective extinguishing apparatus; we can 
promote fire inquests; we can supply material for popular education on the 
significance of the fire waste. In short, we can go about the business of fire 
defense. And the most effectual, uniform, certain and expeditious way to do this 
is to support to the fullest extent, and to utilize wherever practicable, the tried 
and proven methods and machinery of the National Fire Protection Association. 


Secretary Franklin H. Wentworth submitted his report, in the course 
of which he said: 


REPORT OF SECRETARY FRANKLIN H, WENTWORTH. 


The fiscal year just closed has been one of increased activity and of unusual 
service in furthering the objects of the association. The increase in our mem- 
bership has exceeded that of any previous year, a fact in itself eloquent of our 
growth and influence. As compared with last year, the status of the same as at 
April 29 is as follows: Active members, 92, a gain of 12; associate members, 
216, a gain of 215; subscribing members, 644, a gain of 178; honorary members, 3; 
total 1955, a gain of 408. 

More than in any previous year the aims and objects of the association have 
been brought to the attention of the public, and friends and helpers in our 
good work have developed in quarters which a year ago were remote from it. 
Two avenues of public education have contributed to this gratifying result: 
our public speaking and our educational publications. Your president and secre- 
tary have seized every opportunity to put the association’s activities before the 
people in public speeches, which have invariably been generously reported by 
the daily press. The president during the year made a special speaking tour to 
the Pacific Coast, and the similar work of the secretary was made especially 
effective by the active co-operation of our member the National Association of 
Credit Men, which arranged more than twenty meetings through its influential 
local chapters in the large cities. But this work of public speaking has not been 
confined to the officers of the association alone. The demand for_ speakers 
among the many organizations awakening to the importance of the fire waste 
has been incessant and is rapidly increasing. During the year the following of 
our members have filled speaking engagements, some of them more than one: 
Mr. U. C. Crosby, Mr. Charles L. Case, Mr. E. T. Campbell, Mr. E. T. Cairns, 
Mr, F. E. Cabot, Mr. Louis S. Amonson, Mr, George E. Bruen, Mr. W. T. 
Bennalack, Mr. E. P, Boone, Mr. Powell Evans, Mr. H. Glidden, Mr. W. B. 
Goodwin, Mr. W. D. Grier, Mr. F. M. Griswold, Mr. J. B. Finnegan, Mr. C. 
A. Hexamer, Mr. Arthur Hawxhurst, Mr. W. N. Johnson, Mr. John H. Kenney, 
Mr. W. D. Matthews, Mr. Charles E. Meek, Mr. BH. P. Onyx and Mr. F, i ae 
Stewart—twenty-three in all—a speakers’ bureau -vhich I do not think can be 
duplicated by any other organization in the country. And all this devoted 
service has bees rendered without thought of monetary compensation. This 
generous and voluntary sharing of the work of the association, not only in 

ublic education but in the valuable and often arduous work of the committees, 
is what makes our society a real fellowship with which and for which it is such 
a pce: to serve. * * * : : 

he volume of correspondence of the secretary’s office increases in geometrical 
progression as the public learns of our willingness to give counsel and advice 
on fire hazards and fire prevention. Our daily mail is now so voluminous, and 
the character of its inquiries so diverse, as to place no inconsiderable burden 
upon your office executive, whose policy is, and has always been, never to allow 
an inquiry to remain unsatisfied if anybody in the country knows the answer. 

The growth of our membership is unmistakable, and every added member adds 
his mite to our financial foundation. If, therefore, we continue to grow, as we all 
hope we may, our ability to serve will not get out of step with our increasing 
public responsibility. 

H. M. Wilson, engineer in charge, Bureau of Mines, Department of 
the Interior, United States, submitted a paper on the subject of ‘Mine 
Fires,” a portion of which is given below. 


“MINE FIRES,” BY H. M. WILSON. 


Fires in mines are a far greater menace to life and property than is generally 
appreciated. Two of the most serious disasters in coal mines within the last 
two years—one at Cherry, Ill., and the cther at Pancoast Mine, near Scranton, 
Pa.—had their origin in fires originating from trivial causes. Two of the most 
destructive disasters in metal mines in the last year—Tonopah, Nev., and Copper 
Hill, Tenn.—resulted from similar causes. At Homestead mine, Deadwood, S. 
D., $1,000,000 has been spent in fighting a metal mine fire. 

Moreover, there are fires raging in coal and metal mines in various parts of the 
country, which, having gotten beyond control, have burned for many years, 
devouring hundreds og thousands of tons of coal and miles of mine galleries. 
Of these fires, one near Carbondale, Pa., has burned out such a vast area of 
anthracite coal in the past ten years as to result in subsidence of the surface 
and destruction of surface property. Near Summit Hill, Pa., a fire is estimated 
to have destroyed $25,000,000 worth of coal after burning fifty-one years. Near 
Jobs, Ohio, a tract of coal valued at several million dollars has been burning 
since 1884. 

In some of the deeper metal mines of the Anaconda Company, at Butte, Mont., 
fires have been burning in the old mine timbers since 1889. In the Comstock 
vein in Nevada thousands of feet of tunnels which had been opened and timbered 
at great expense are being burned out, causing falling of the roof and disloca- 
tion of the metal-bearing vein, thus rendering future recovery of the ore difficult, 
if not impossible. : 5 ot 

On the afternoon of November 13, 1909, the Cherry mine, near Chicago, III. 
was fired, with the result that 262 lives were lost and the property seriously 
damaged, in addition to the damages assessed upon the owners for the benefit 
of the families of those who perished. * * * 


Here Mr. Wilson cites particulars of a number of fires in mines: 


It is evident from the above that most mine fires have their origin in trivial 
causes, which, were proper means at hand and proper fire rules in force, might 
be quickly extinguished. 

The nature of the combustible material found in metal mines offers varying 
but usually good opportunities for the spreading of a fire. While the progress 
of a fire aalekt at first be slow, in some cases it may spread quickly and involve 
a large area and result in tremendous damage if not promptly extinguished. 

A careful study of the origin, history and methods of combating nearly all of 
the mine fires which have occurred since the creation of the mine accidents 
division of the Geological Survey in 1907, and its present successor, the Bureau 
of Mines, has been made by the mining engineers of the latter organization. 

It is believed from this study that the introduction of comparatively inex- 
pensive fire-fighting appliances, the adoption of proper regulations, and the 
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institution of a reasonable system of fire drills may minimize fires and confine 
others to a brief period of time with little damage to life and property. 

Among the most fruitful causes of mine fires studied in the above period are, in 
approximate order of Lge pa the ignition of timbers, wooden stoppings and 
brattice cloths; hay or oil-soaked materials by open torches; the ignition of coal 
by blown-out shots or explosions of fire damp or coal dust, or the,improper use 

of eaplesiecs: surface fires communicated to the mine through the shaft or tunnel; 
underground furnaces and boiler plants; ignition by friction on oily, wooden 
rollers or rope haulage-ways; fires occasioned by spontaneous combustion of coal, 
timber or greasy waste. 

The engineers of the Bureau of Mines have adopted as the most effective means 
of exploring and in the earlier stage of combating mine fires the use of the 
oxygen helmet. This is an apparatus which entirely protects the head, and 
through which air is furnished artificially, thus enabling the wearer to explore 
the vicinity of a fire under conditions of smoke and gas which would render his 

approach otherwise impossible 





The Decennial Dinner of the Insurance Society of New York. 


On Tuesday night, May 23, the Insurance Society of New York cele- 
brated the conclusion of its tenth year of active operation by a banquet 
at the Hotel Astor, to which members of the National Fire Protection 
Association were also invited. This dinner was probably without pre- 
cedent in this country as to the number of prominent fire underwriters 
and insurance engineers in attendance, and it was thoroughly enjoyed 
by those present. Over five hundred members and guests participated 
in the banquet and listened attentively to the interesting remarks of 
Hon. Wm. H. Hotchkiss, Superintendent of Insurance of New York, Pro- 
fessor Whitney of the University of California and recently actuary for 
the New York Legislative Investigating Committee, and President Mer- 
rill and Secretary Wentworth of the National Fire Protection Associa- 
tion. 

Mr. Hosford acted as chairman and toastmaster. 

Superintendent Hotchkiss went on record as predicting stricter super- 
vision of insurance matters in the next decade than in that just closed, 
although he referred to the latter as being a decade with a century’s 
growth. There are now three classes of standard policy forms, but he 
thinks in the next decade every kind of insurance will have its standard 
policy, and that the archaic thing known as the standard fire insurance 
policy of New York will be superseded by something that can be under- 
stood by an ordinary citizen. Ultimately, he believes that there will 
be but two general divisions of insurance, one covering any hazard relat- 
ing to living things, and the other hazards in connection with inani- 
mate things. He believes in State supervision, but not in State regu- 
lation, of fire insurance rates. He also predicted that in future years 
the life insurance companies would do more to postpone death than 
has been done by the fire underwriters to prevent fire. 

Mr. Case introduced Mr. Merrill, who made witty remarks which were 
enthusiastically received. He highly commended the work done by Mr. 
Wentworth and Mr. Meek in their speech-making tour. 

Mr. Hess introduced Professor Whitney, who referred to matters con- 
nected with the supervision of insurance. 

Mr. Hardy read some alleged telegrams from the crowned heads of 
Europe and New York, and introduced Mr. Wentworth, who enlarged 
upon the desirability of the spirit of fellowship which was promoted by 
such gatherings as that at which he was speaking. 


__At the head table sat President A. R. Hosford, Vice-Presidents C. L. Case, 
. A. Ralston and H. E. Hess, and Secretary Edward R. Hardy of the Insur- 
ance Society of New York; President Wm. H. Merrill and Secretary F. H. 
Wentworth of the National Fire Protection Association, Hon, Wm. Hotch- 
kiss, Superintendent of Insurance of New York; Hurrell, representing the 
Association of Life Insurance Presidents; Prof. A. W. Whitney, of the Uni- 
versity of California, and U. C. Crosby, life member of the National Fire Pro- 
tection Association and styled the ‘“‘father of fire prevention.’’ At other tables 
were seated the following-named gentlemen: A. Ashfield, = D. Aaa 
Arthur E. Allen, Henry Anderson, E. B. Ames, Frank M. Applegate, W 
Asten, Fred Ackermann, Ralph Bainbridge, S. R. Benjamin, R. p. Barbour, W. 
S. Berdan, A. O. Boniface, H. I. Brown, T. E. Brown, E. G. Barrett, Charles 
F. Berg, Henry Blatchford, John Bergen, F. N. Brown, We Ea 8: Bedingfield, 
H. G. Berger, Seelye Benedict, Chief Binns, James R. a a Wm. E. Bur- 
rage, E. Edmund Buckley, Albert E. Bruen, Frank Bancroft, ‘Vincent Butler, 
John W. Brooks, L. J. Borland, William L. Beers, A. sete lg ‘Charles Bussing, 
F. M. Brooks, Alvin D. Beyer, C. H. Blackall, Burton D. Blair, Oliver S. 
Breed, E. P. Boone, Wm. T. Benallack, C. H. Blackall, Geo. W. Booth, ate j: 
Briggs, G. E. Bruen, H. E. Burdette, Donald’C. Brown, William J. Beamish, 
R Butler, Max L. Buchenburger, Mr. Burke, J. B. Brickelmaier, R. W. 
Blake, George E. Branson, W. N. Bament, Fred Brickelmaier, R. S. Cleaves, E. 
Edwin io Edward T. Cairns, Charles E. Case, Everett ’U. Crosby, B. B. 
Clark, John F. Casey, Campbell, J. B. Coffey, J. E. Curtis, y Ps M. 
Colby, E. S. Clayton, F. C. Calkins, j. J. Cashman, Wm. F. Conran, Jr., 
Charles W. Cooper, C. S. Conklin, Austin C. Cornwell, F. E. Cabot, Paul A. 
Colwell, Edward F. Croker, Frank ‘I. Chrisfield, Hartwell Cabell, A. E. Clough, 
Wilbur R. Crane, James H. Caswell, J. T. Dyas, Geo. P. Davis, . C. Davis, 
C. C. Dominge, Frederick S. Day, Mark Decker, G. H. Downing, Richard B. 
Dawson, Leonard B. Dawson, Arnold L. Davis, L. N. Denniston, J. O. Dor- 
land, Col. W. B. Dunn, Gorham Dana, “Edward W. Dart, Wm. C. DeLanoy, 
Chas. H. Ebbets, Wm. R. Ellison, John C. Eustace, A. A. Earl, G. P. Enke, 
Henry A. Fiske, D. P. Fowler, Henry E. Frost, F. W. Farnsworth, E. V. 
French, C. P. Faunce, Geo. E. Fisher, H. W. Forster, gy bs Forsythe, W. E. 
Flickinger, C. W. Gardner, W. J. Gilsdorf, Ed. Gailagher, John F. Gilliams, L. 
A. Goodell, Wm. G. Goodwin, J. Lloyd Greene, Thos. C. Grove, Wm. D. Grier, 
Charles T. ’Gritman, H. . Goas, Albert Goldstein, Mortimer H. Gaubert, W. H. 
Gibson, B. E. Gendar, W ‘arren F. Goodwin, M. A. Gladding, R. S. Glass, C. H. 
Gundlach, Richard L. Gibbs, P. P. Glover, Wm. B. Goodwin, C. M. Goddard, 
Gray, Daniel F. Gorden, F. M. Griswold, Wm. i 3 Greer, F. W. Goddard, 
B. G. Gaillard, H. R. Hastings, Frank B. Hall, Thos. F. Handy, Edward S. 
Sack F. P. Hamilton, J. M. Haycock, Geo. K. Hooper, E E. A. Howland, E. F. 
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Howell, Paul Hertel, J. R. Hitchcock, T. F. Holland, Edward V. Hoyt, Chas. 
M. Hughes, Alfred H. Hodges, A. R. Hammers, A. E. Har- 


A. Hague, John 
rell, Wm. W. enshaw, A. A. Himmelwright, E. B. Hopwood, T. H. Hig 
ginson, Thos. P. Hohlweck, Louis Harding, Geo. G. Hosford, W. Pi Hosford, 
Jr., Willard Hodgson, A. C. Hutson, Richard L. omeneey. Chas. Hexamer, 
John F. Honness, Harold G. Howe, H. C. Henley, J. F see Solomon 
Hanford, Geo. W. Hayes, A. G. Hall, seater W. Ives, H. F. Iremonger, M. E. 
Jewett, Wm. H. Johnson, E. S. Jarvis, F. W Jeaness, Julius rage Harold 
Juncker, L. N. James, Russell Kinneburgh, Chas. Kilbourn Keith, 
Chas. M. Kerr, W. H. Koop, F. W. Kitchin Chay ‘Ketchan, bas Kohn, Ww. 
Kinsman, L. H. Kunhardt, Chas. J. Luns ord, Tt. M. Luce, CA: Lehren- 
krauss, E, a Livingston, M. S. Lewis, H. G. Leonard, Ernest A Lowe, A. R. 
Loveridge, A ewis, J. B. Longacre, Wm. C., Lang, Alfred Ludwig, Chas. 
. Lum, A. H. Lockwood, L. C. Lockwood, Julian Lucas, Jr., London Assur- 
ance (five), J. Victor Lane, "H. O. Lacount, Edward L. Lewis, D. LaTourette, 
Henry W. Lowe, F. W. Mayes, L. Alexander Mack, H. B. McMaster, E. 
Munroe, F. K. Mitchell, Armstrong Maltbie, a E. Maynard, R. W. Meade, 
S. C. Martin, D. W. McCrea, Alfred N. iner, Percy S. Mallett, F. A. 
McCarthy, John W. Mills, B. S. Mace, H. B. Machen, E. V. McKarahan, 
Frank P. Montgomery, Hal Moseley, Rudolph P. Miller, Hon. Samuel Marx, 
Carleton Montgomery, Duff G. Maynard, James McKenna, James A. McCourt, 
ine D. Mills, Alfred G. Martin, P. L. cCulloch, Chas. E. Meek, John K: 
cAfee, Christen Moller, W. E. Mallalieu, W. D. Matthews, G. E: Miller, 
Edward Meinel, . H. Newbern . Newman, Alfred Nash, J. T. Naylor, 
— M. Newburger, Edgar J. Nathan, Northern Ys of London (five), 
avid Owens, W. W. Owens, W. D. Owens, E. i 2 Brien, J. Lester Parsons, 
Ec Se Patterson, Wm. R. Pitcher, A. M. Paddon, we L. Plac ,» M. G. Pallisser, 
Robert Palm, C. H. Patton, C. H. Phinney, Dana Pierce, J. B. Phillips, W. S 
Pate, C. O. Pate, Burling D. Prince, Frank L. Pierce, M. Phillips Parks, Chas. 
H. Pool, J. H. Patton, C. F. Perkins, E. E. Pearce, J. H. P. Perry, C. R. 
Pitcher, F. S. Pendleton, C H. Pendleton, Louis H. Parker, Justin Peters, 
— Pepper, Ss. H. Quackenbush William Quintero, W. obinson, H. A. 
ichards, Jr., Ez. C. scoragy Ey Ross, F. F. Richardson, Percy Robertson, 
James A. Richardson, Chas Rambo, Louis Reichert, C Renshaw, Ss. 
Reynolds, Wm. Rylands, J. Albert Robinson, G. M. Robertson, E. U. Richards, 
Willis O. Robb, W. E. Reed, S. Albert Reed, E. G. Richards, C. A. Rich, A. 
Schilling, C. E. Swim, Coe Sullivan, Henry N. Staats, Robert M. Smith, 
Howard R. Senment, R. M. eas ae C. 'H. Sivin, Frank M. Smith, F. W. Still: 
man, Albert Stone, Henr Shaw, c. Gi Smith, Geo. F. Sittler, A. M. 
Schoen, C. he ‘Scofield, if. § Sigison, owns L. Stanton, P. D. C. Seward, 
& R. Sullivan, | SA Sivicy. F Sherman, G. es E Sh K, a | Ae 3 
Stewart, W. G. Sanderson, Ralph Cee iy Charles E. Shaw . Tofte, 
Wm. H. Ta lor, “Chas. A. Tompkins. Tyson, W. E. Tea John 
Thompson, . Taylor, James A. Tilden, W. F. Tilton, Chas. A. Trowbridge, 
Henry V. Thayer, Alfred M. Thorburn, ’George es John Tenney, x 
Archibald G. Thacher, W. S. Tremaine, W. J. Trimble 2 Cesena eo 
D. Vail, Frank A. Vernor, Robert Van Iderstine, R. ih rn Kirk, F. Van 
Riper, ats hy el, C. J. Voorhis, James D. Waite, <~ 5,°6. Woetns. William 
ae le, J ernle, Charles M. Whitaker, W. H. Wendover, Charles R. 
sg Howard W. Worthington, R Watson, W. A. Witherspoon, Clark O. 
wood H. Townsend Wilson, Fremont Wilson, ’S. Danforth Williamson, 1 Ap 
Waters, Ira Welch, Louis habe mei ag ~ Ira H. Woolson, Wm. B. "White, 
Wm. A. Wensley, Ww. Wh niseley,, . Wells, L. C. Williams, Cc. B. White, 
Franklin Webster, Wi liam H ild ey, D. = Wakeman, Paul Wolf, Alfred 
Yates, W. P. Young, Russell M. Young, Jos. S. Zahn. 





The Co-operating List. 


The American Union Fire of Philadelphia has been admitted to the 
co-operating list of the National Association of Local Fire Insurance 
Agents by vote of the executive committee. The New Jersey Fire, 
Whilden & Hancock managers, has applied to the co-operating list. 





—William T. Koehler of San Francisco, Cal., formerly with the Royal, has 
been placed in charge of the joint automobile department recently organized by 
the Continental and the Fidelity-Phenix. 

—The California Association of Local Fire Insurance Agents has elected the 
following-named officers: President, Will Stephens; vice-presidents, J. L. Craig, 
Noah Adair, W. G. Thompson; secretary, C. Fred Burks, Oakland; treasurer, 
Leo R. Weil, Oakland. 


LIFE INSURANCE TOPICS 


IN AND ABOUT NEW YORK. 


Actuary Cathles in Town.—Lawrence M. Cathles, F. F. A., A. L. 
A., A. A. S., secretary and actuary of the Southwestern Life of 
Dallas, was in town last week, and attended the meeting of the 
Actuarial Society. 

New York Life Extends Application of Waiver of Premium 
Clause.—The waiver of premium privilege in case of total disability 
which the New York Life has been issuing in connection with its 
ordinary life, limited payment life and endowment policies, with 
great success, has been made available in connection with the com- 
pany’s monthly income policies at a slightly increased premium. 

Metropolitan Executives Sail.—Vice-President Haley Fiske and 
General Counsel W. J. Tully of the Metropolitan Life have sailed for 
Europe. 

Perez F. Huff Contracts with the Pittsburgh Life and Trust.— 
A contract has been entered into by Perez F. Huff with the Pittsburgh 
Life and Trust whereby he becomes connected with that company as 
director of agents for Greater New York. Mr. Huff has for some 
years past transacted a large volume of life insurance business, and 
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like all other large producers has been confronted with the problem 
of placing risks more or less impaired. The plans of the Pittsburg 
company provide ‘for the scientific handling of such risks, and Mr. 
Huff consequently hopes to save much business which is now lost. 
He will at the same time keep up his aggressive campaign for first- 
class business, and as the policies written by him are generally for 
large amounts he will have no need to sever his present connections. 
The Pittsburgh Life and Trust will undoubtedly benefit materially by 
the connection, and many agents in New York will be afforded oppor- 
tunities to dispose of surplus lines. Mr. Huff, it is understood, will 
have wide powers in the acceptance of risks of this character. 

Life Underwriters’ May Meeting.—The Life Underwriters Asso- 
ciation of New Yorkk will hold its May meeting to-morrow night at the 
Hotel Victoria. The entertainment will be somewhat unusual, being 
principally musical, with a lecture by Edward Payson Weston, the 
well-known pedestrian. The committee in charge are Robert H. 
Hardy, Warren I. Diefendorf and Thomas C. Bell. 


CHICAGO AND THE WEST. 


American Institute of Actuaries.—The annual meeting of the 


American Institute of Actuaries will be held June 6 and 7 next at 
the Hotel La Salle. Among the papers to be read will be one by 
former President Lucius McAdam, “On the Formation of Commuta- 
tion Columns for Total and Permanent Disability Benefits,’ accom- 
panied by the preparatory tables. 

T. M. Knox Elected Vice-President.—Thomas M. Knox of Knox 
& Swirles, Chicago managers of the North American Life, has been 
elected second vice-president of the company. 

To Purchase Life Companies.—It is reported that representatives 
of an English syndicate are in the United States to purchase several 
American life insurance companies, with a view to combining their 
operations and profiting through the investment field offered by the 
handling of their assets. 

Illinois Life Ambitious.—The Illinois Life is realizing the im- 
portance of a cordial recommendation from policyholders in its own 
State, and has long given careful attention to the building up of its 
Illinois business. The publication of the statistics for 1910 shows 
that of the sixty-eight legal reserve life companies reporting to the 
Illinois Department only seven equaled or exceeded the production of 
the Illinois Life, all of the seven being among the much older and 
stronger companies. Its new business in Illinois was $7,525,503, which 
was 49.52 per cent of its total new business. This is nearly four 
times as large a proportion as any of the other leaders wrote in their 
home State, with one exception. The Illinois Life announces its 
laudable and fitting intention to write eventually more insurance in 
Illinois than any other company, and to write more business in its 
home State than any other American company does in its home State. 
Considering the possibilities of the New York companies in the latter 
line, that will give the Illinois Life agents a good mark to shoot at. 


BOSTON AND VICINITY. 


Massachusetts Savings Banks Show Increase in Insurance.— 
The premium income of the insurance department of the Peoples 
Savings Bank of Brockton and the Whitman Savings Bank of Whit- 
man, Mass., for the month of April, 1910, was $3846. The premium 
income of the insurance departments for April, 1911, was $6620. This 
is an increase in a single year of seventy per cent. Nearly $1,750,000 
of insurance is in force at the present time. 





THE MIDDLE STATES. 





Actuarial Society of America Meets. 

At the annual meeting of the Actuarial Society of America, held at 
the Hotel Astor last week, the old officers were re-elected, and W. E. 
Hutchinson of the Mutual Life, E. P. Marshall of the Union Central, and 
M. W. Torrey of the Manhattan, were chosen members of the council. 
Over 100 members were present and heard the following papers: ‘‘Selec- 


tion of Risks from the Actuarial Standpoint,’’ Arthur Hunter; ‘‘Note on 
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a Method of Handling Loans and Surrender Values,” Percy C. M. Papps; 
“The Theory of Schedule Rating, Particularly with Reference to Fire 
Insurance,”’ Prof. A. W. Whitney; ‘‘Note on Extended Term Insurance,” 
J. H. Nitchie; ‘The Net Premiums and Reserve for Waiver of Premium 
Payments on Total Disability,’’ Arthur Hunter. At the banquet, at 
which eighty-five were present, the speakers were: Asa S. Wing, 
president of the Provident Life and Trust; Robert Henderson of the 
Equitable; Herbert D. Dow of the New England Mutual; A. B. Wood of 
the Sun Life of Canada, and Harwood E. Ryan of the New York Insur- 
ance Department. 





POLICYHOLDERS’ VOTING RIGHTS IN THE EQUITABLE LIFE . 


Superintendent Hotchkiss Refuses to File Certificate— 
Attorney-General Declares Vote Illegal—All 
Past Elections Valid. 


Last week Superintendent of Insurance Wm. H. Hotchkiss of New 
York notified the Equitable Life Assurance Society that its policy- 
holders are not entitled to vote for directors under the amendment to 
the charter providing for the election by them of twenty-eight out of 
the fifty-two directors. This ruling is the result of an opinion by the 
Attorney-General, based on the decision of the court of appeals in the 
Lord case in 1906, which, he holds, left the sole voting right in the 
hands of the stockholders. The opinion is, in part, as follows: 


The amendment to the charter did not purport to provide for the participation 
of stockholders in the election so far as the twenty-eight directors were con- 
cerned. The amendment excluded such participation, and no further amendment 
has been made since the decision of the Court of Appeals. 

In the absence of an amended charter permitting it, there is no authorization 
for the election of twenty-eight directors by joint vote of the stockholders and 
policyholders. The objection on the question is said to be silenced by permit- 
ting the policyholders to vote and thereafter declaring a ratification of their action 
by the stockholders. This provision is entirely outside of the law. 

The decision of the Court of “oe held the amendment to be invalid and 
void, and, although it also held that the amendment, so far as it permitted the 
policyholders to vote, was a proper exercise of power, yet, coupled as it was with 
the disqualification of stockholders, it was toot 3 

I believe that the portion of the amendment that is held to be illegal cannot 
be stricken out, and the remainder be permitted to stand, for the reason that 
the scheme of the amendment is so altered that the entire amendment must fall. 
For this reason I believe there is no amendment in force permitting the policy- 
holders of the Equitable Life Assurance Society to vote for any of its directors. 


In his letter to the society Mr. Hotchkiss said: 


_ This Department has ann Sore and is emphatically for the camplete mutualiza- 
tion for your company. ot for what has been described by it as “a cross- 
breed that has not been cast out by the courts’—the plan provided by your 1906 
amended charter, whereby twenty-eight of your directors were to be chosen by 
policyholders and twenty-four by stockholders—but a plan whereby each policy- 
holder of one year’s standing and in at least $1000 in amount may not only have 
the right but be invited and urged to express his choice for all directors, in 
person, by proxy, or by mail. Clearly, however, if under your amended charter 
your policyholders have no right to vote for all directors, your company should 
not longer assume to do a vain thing. 

acts have, therefore, been laid before the Attorney-General, that this 


The 
Inclosed you will 


Department might be advised as to its duty in the premises. 
find the opinion of that officer. : 

The Attorney-General finds that such 1906 amendment to your charter is 
illegal and void; hence that your policyholders are not—and_therefore as a 
consequence never have been—entitled to vote for directors. Pursuant to his 
advice that the “Superintendent of Insurance should not recognize any pro- 
cedure looking to that end,” the certificates of nomination above referred to 
are hereby returned unfiled. Your company will also at once discontinue the 
preparation of lists of policyholders, the making of which involves a considerable 
expense, and which, were Section 94 applicable, would be filed here next month. 


After this communication had been submitted to a meeting of the 
directors, President Day of the Equitable issued a statement, which 


said this: 


Counsel for the society have always been of the opinion, and still are, that 
policyholders did not, as a result of the Lord decision, lose the right conferred 
upon them by the amended charter to vote for directors; and that the only effect 
a that decision was to uphold the right of stockholders to vote for all directors. 
(It will be recalled that the amended charter attempted to take from the stock- 
holders the right to vote for a majority of the directors.) But in any possible 
view, the directors for whom policyholders have voted have a clear title to office, 
as ever since the Lord case was decided the choices of policyholders for directors 
have been ratified and confirmed by a vote of the stockholders. Discussion of 
this question, however, is more academic than practical, because Mr. Morgan in 
his deed of trust requires that the-majority of the directors shall be policyholders 
of the society, selected in accordance with the wishes of the policyholders. 





Many Bills Passed at Albany. 


ALBANY, May 22.—Governor Dix has signed the bill of Senator Sulli- 
van permitting the conversion of a stock life insurance corporation into 
a mutual life insurance corporation. 

The Assembly has defeated the bill of O’Connor amending Section 101 
of the Insurance Law by providing that policies of industrial insurance, 
where the premium is payable weekly, shall conform to the standard 
insurance policy. The bill lacked three votes of the majority necessary 
to ensure its passage, the vote standing 73 to 35. 

The Senate has passed the bill of Senator Sullivan amending the In- 
surance Law in relation to fraternal beneficiary societies, orders and 
associations. 

The Senate has also passed the bill of Senator Ormrod, fixing severe 
penalties for unlawfully issuing a policy of insurance upon the life of 
any person without the written consent of the person, or issuing such 
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a policy on the life of a minor without the written consent of the parent 
or guardian. 

The Assembly has passed the bill of Assemblyman Hoey in relation to 
reinsurance. 

The Assembly has also passed the bill of Assemblyman Hoey amend- 
ing Section 60 of the Insurance Law by making more stringent the pro- 
visions against misrepresentations, and making these provisions apply 
to any ‘‘person, copartnership or corporation.” 

Governor Dix has signed the bill of Senator Ferris amending the In- 
surance Law by providing for the admission of minors to membership in 
co-operative or assessment or casualty insurance corporations. 





THE NEW ENGLAND FIELD. 


Hartford Life Insurance Company. 


In another part of this issue of THE SPECTATOR the Hartford Life 
Insurance Company of Hartford, Conn., has an advertisement which 
should make a direct appeal to agents looking for a good connection. 
The company desires to talk with agents who are looking for something 
worth while, and very properly intimates that an agent must consider 
largely the policies, then the commissions. In both respects the Hart- 
ford Life can give satisfaction. 

During the current year this company has transacted a substantial 
volume of business, has made a good increase over last year, its field 
organization is in good shape and the helps extended from the home 
office are most efficient. 





THE WEST. 


Miss Sweet to Head New Equitable Woman’s Department. 


Miss Ada C. Sweet, who has recertiv heen appointed manager of the 
new woman’s department of the Equitable Life Assurance Society at 
Chicago, is well known throughout Illinois and the Northwest. After 
wide experience as assistant and secretary to her father, the late Gen- 
eral B. J. Sweet, she was appointed United States pension agent at 
Chicago by the President of the United States, being the first woman 
ever appointed to a disbursing office by the United States Government. 
She was reappointed for two four-year terms, retiring from office at the 
end of her third term when President Cleveland came to power. Three 
years later Miss Sweet opened a United States war claims office in Chi- 
cago and successfully prosecuted many thousand cases. 

During all of this active life of business Miss Sweet has written more 
or less for the daily press of Chicago and for several of the great Na- 
tional magazines. Upon her retirement from business in 1906, she began 
to devote her entire time to writing. During the years 1909 and 1910 
she was a special writer for the National Civic Federation Review in 
New York, and while thus connected she made a study along sociological 
lines. 

During the last two decades activities of women in organizations has 
been a feature of public life. Miss Sweet has participated in the work 
of these organizations mainly through her connection with the Chicago 
Womans Club. She was long an official in one capacity or another of 
this great organization, and was its president in the years 1904-1905. 
She was one of the founders and the first president of the Municipal 
Order League, an organization whose object it was to obtain and main- 
tain public health, cleanliness and beauty in Chicago. It was an out- 
growth of the Columbian Exposition Municipal Order Congress commit- 
tee, of which Miss Sweet was a member. 

In the winter of 1909 and 1910, Miss Sweet returned to Chicago, and 
May 1, 1911, she became manager of the newly organized woman’s de- 
partment of the Equitable Life at Chicago. 





Sold Again! 


W. D. Corbin and H. D. Harmes, oil men of Kansas City, are purchas- 
ing the controlling interest in the St. Louis National Life from George 
H. Harrison, who recently retired as president of the company. If 
this deal goes through the proposition to remove the company to Kansas 
City and change its name to the National Security Life, for the consider- 
ation of which a stockholders’ meeting has been called this week, will 
be abandoned. The new interests propose to make R. B. Ruff, a Kansas 
City attorney, president of the company. 





Northern Life Insurance Company, Seattle. 
On May 11 the new business of the Northern Life of Seattle, Wash., 
had reached the million-dollar mark for 1910, and four days later an- 
ether one hundred thousand dollars had been added. As the company 
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confines its operations to its home State, this showing is certainly 
a commendable one. During April the new business amounted to $350,- 
000, while in the first fifteen days of May $207,500 came in. Everything 
is going along well with the Northern Life of Seattle. 





State Insurance Bill Introduced in Wisconsin Assembly. 


MADISON, May 22.—State insurance, to provide protection at cost and 
annuities for old-age benefits, is a departure of marked significance 
embodied in a bill to be introduced in the Assembly to-night by the 
speaker, Assemblyman Charles A. Ingram. The plan is in force in no 
other State in the Union, although Massachusetts has a modified form 
of State insurance based on the savings bank plan. Speaker Ingram 
claims that under his bill Wall Street cannot draw Wisconsin insurance 
money, which is the basis of much of the Eastern speculative enter- 
prises. 

Under the State insurance plan Wisconsin money must be invested in 
securities in Wisconsin. The idea back of it is to permit large invest- 
ments in farm mortgages and other securities in this State for the 
benefit of agricultural, industrial and other local enterprises. The plan 
will eliminate high-salaried officials, expensive office management, 
costly agents and examination fees, and permitting the Commonwealth 
to furnish insurance to its bonafide citizens at cost. The State can 
reap no benefits out of the enterprise; it simply would act as custodian 
and be responsible for the funds. 

Every kind of life policy may be written under this plan. Sums of 
insurance ranging from $500 to $3000 may be taken out. 

Great as are the saving and beneficence resulting from life policies 
in this plan, according to its sponsor, the annuity benefit is of larger 
import to the older citizens, and it is claimed that in the course of 
time general application of this system will tend to do away with the 
menace of the poor-house and poverty-stricken conditions generally. 

Scarcely no additional administrative machinery will be necessary 
to successfully operate this business. The State Treasurer shall act 
as custodian of the life fund, which will be under the supervision of 
the Commissioner of Insurance. Both are required to give a heavy 
bond. Within two years the Commissioner of Insurance must prepare 
forms of application, policies, schedules of premiums, tables of cost of 
insurance and reserve, to be based upon the American Experience Table 
of Mortality, the premiums for annuity to be based upon the British 
annuity tables. 

“Upon the filing of such forms,” says the bill, ‘‘the Commissioner of 
Insurance shall furnish schedules of rates and copies of the forms of 
policies to every factory inspector, to the clerk and treasurer of every 
county, town, city and village and to every State bank, whose duty it 
shall be to fill out and transmit applications for insurance and annuities, 
and such schedules and rates shall be furnished to any other person 
applying therefor. The application shall be transmitted to the Com- 
missioner of Insurance, together with the premium of three months, or 
multiples thereof, and a medical examination fee of $2 in case of life 
insurance. The Commissioner of Insurance and the State Board of 
Health shall pass upon all applications for insurance, and no life insur- 
ance shall be granted without a personal medical examination, to be 
made at the direction of the State Board of Health, for which the local 
examiner shall receive the medical examination fee.” 

This bill provides further that in case the application is rejected the 
deposit shall be returned. Payments for insurance may be made to 
the treasurer of any city, village, town or county, or to any State 
depository who shall receive and transmit the amounts to the Commis- 
sioner of Insurance. 

‘“‘A surplus shall be set aside from the net profits on each policy,” 
continues the bill, ‘‘which shall be made up on the following basis: 
Fifty per cent during the first policy year, and thereafter five per cent 
less for each succeeding policy year until the ninth year, and there- 
after the amount so set apart shall be ten per cent. The interest 
thereon shall also be set apart into such surplus .. . Loans may 
be made on a policy to an amount which, together with interest at six 
per cent per annum, shall not exceed the reserve on the next policy anni- 
versary on the basis of the premiums then paid Losses and other 
payments shall be audited by the Secretary of State upon the adjust- 
ment, order and certificate of the Treasurer, Attorney-General and 
Commissioner of Insurance, acting as a board, and to be paid by the 
Treasurer out of the life fund, and annuities shall be paid in like 
manner.” 

Any person applying directly to the State for insurance, or transmits 
any application or annuity, is allowed a fee of twenty-five cents on 
each application, and of one per cent on the amount of the premium. 
This insurance applies to persons between the ages of twenty and fifty 
years, the State not desiring to go into the business of insurance of 
children. Before the plan can be put into effect 200 people must have 
applied for insurance. When 1000 persons have taken out policies the 
State will allow any person thereafter to take out a policy not in excess 
of $2000. When over 2000 people are insured policies of $3000 may be 
issued, but at no time in excess of this amount. 

“Annuities may be granted to persons between the ages of twenty 
and fifty years,’’ continues the bill, “to begin at the age of sixty-five 
years, in sums of $100 or multiples thereof not exceeding $300 upon the 
same rate. Life insurance or annuities may be combined and may be 
granted in the same policy.” 

“In devising this plan,’’ said Speaker Ingram to-day, ‘“‘we have gone 
as far as we can without a constitutional amendment. Steps to secure 
that amendment have already been taken by the introduction of a bill 
in the Senate which will permit a broader scope of State insurance than 
is provided for in this bill to be offered to-night. By the time the 
new system is in working order, should it go through, it is hoped that 
a constitutional amendment may be passed which will permit, if not 
compel, many others to take out insurance. Insurance can be furnished 
cheaper by the State than by any private corporation. The State does 
not have to declare large dividends out of the surplus to its stock- 
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holders. Moreover, it will keep Wisconsin money within Wisconsin, 
invested in Wisconsin farm lands and Wisconsin securities.” 

This bill is one of the natural outgrowths of the recently enacted 
industrial insurance bill which is now in force in this State. The bill 
has been worked out by some of the most competent experts in the 
country. 





Superintendent Lewis of Kansas Makes Agents’ License 
Blank More Rigid. 


TOPEKA, May 16.—Superintendent of Insurance Ike S. Lewis has pre- 
pared a blank which he is furnishing to all life and accident insurance 
companies authorized in Kansas. 

Hereafter no agent for life or casualty companies will be licensed by 
the State Insurance Department until he has satisfactorily executed the 
blank. In order to do this he must give a history of himself for at least 
five years prior to his application for a license from the Kansas Depart- 
ment. He is required to state where he has resided; if a life insurance 
agent; with what companies he has been associated; his reasons for 
leaving one company and associating himself with another; whether or 
not his license has ever been revoked or suspended by the Kansas or 
other State Departments. He is required to satisfy the Department that 
he is not indebted to insurance companies or general agents on account 
of net premiums due the company or general agents, and must testify 
that he is familiar with the law which is printed on the back of the 
blank prohibiting agents from negotiating the sale of premium notes 
prior to the delivery of the policy. 

Superintendent Lewis believes that a license issued to an agent to 
solicit insurance in Kansas should be a certificate of good character, 
and he is resolved, so far as in his power, that in the future this shall 
be true. 





Northwestern Mutual Agents Meet at Cleveland. 


CINCINNATI, May 22.—A meeting of the Ohio agencies, under the 
auspices of the general agencies of the State of the Northwestern 
Mutual Life, was held at the Hollenden hotel, Cleveland, last week. 
There was a representation of four from the home office of the com- 
pany, and in addition to this there were eighty agents in attendance. 

This is the first agency meeting ever held by the agents of this 
company in Ohio, and is considered a most successful one by all, and it 
was decided that they would continue these annually in the future. 
An informal meeting was held in the afternoon, at which a number of 
very important matters were taken up which were of great interest 
to the agents. 

The banquet in the evening was presided over by Dr. E. J. Stone, 
general agent of the Cleveland office, who officiated as toastmaster. 
A number of splendid addresses were made by M. W. Mack of M. W. & 
R. W. Mack, agents at Cincinnati; J. W. Skinner, vice-president of the 
company; Geo. H. Noyes, chief counsel of the company; H. H. Norris, 
superintendent of agencies, and Dr. J. W. Fisher, medical director. The 
other Ohio general agents who were present were: C. H. Parsons of 
Toledo, S. H. Marvin of Columbus, and J. M. Markham of Dayton. The 
next annual meeting will be held at Cincinnati. 





Amalgamated Insurance Corporations, Indianapolis. 


There has been organized in the city of Indianapolis, Ind., a com- 
pany with the title Amalgamated Insurance Corporations. Its avowed 
object is to purchase such life insurance companies as may desire to 
retire from the field and transfer their risks to the Anchor Life Insurance 
Company of Indianapolis. By this means a large and strong life insur- 
ance company will be built up in place of a number of struggling small 
concerns, and a great saving will be effected in management expenses. 
Amalgamated Insurance Corporations will have a capital of $5,000,000, 
with an equal amount of surplus, and its organizers are thoroughly well 
known in their home communities as responsible men who may be 
depended upon to carry to a successful issue what they undertake. The 
directors of the company are: W. H. Latta, counsel Indianapolis Trac- 
tion and Terminal Company and Terre Haute, Indianapolis and Eastern 
Traction Company; Homer R. McKinstray, M. D.; L. H. Oberreich, sec- 
retary-treasurer Anchor Life; Carl Hunt, secretary Continental Securi- 
ties Company; Walton L. Dynes, secretary Prudential Casualty; Wm. M. 
Fogarty, president Fidelity Trust Company; H. A. Strickland, president 
Elevator Safeguards Company; Charles W. Habig and George S. Harney, 
managers American Metal Company. 

L. H. Oberreich, who is largely responsible for the introduction of the 
plan, is now in the East arousing interest in the corporation, and is 
enthusiastic over the prospects for its success. He states that the cap- 
ital of Amalgamated Insurance Corporations will not be risked in the 
purchase of “lame ducks,’ as only solvent organizations will be con- 
sidered worthy of absorption. 





Harry Gordon Succeeds W. C. Culkins. 


CINCINNATI, May 22.—W. C. Culkins, who recently resigned his posi- 
tion with the Equitable Life of New York to become superintendent of 
the Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce, will be succeeded as superin- 
tendent of the monthly payment department of the Equitable by Harry 
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Gordon. Mr. Gordon was formerly cashier for the Equitable at Chi- 
cago, and for the past few years has been connected at the company’s 
home office. 





Ohio National Increases Board. 


CINCINNATI, May 22.—At a recent meeting of the Ohio National Life 
the directorate was increased to seventeen, the following names being 
added: A.H. Heisey, B. H. Milliken, J. T. Hatfield, A. H. Reeder and 
M. L. Finnell. 





—The Oregon Life will hold its fifth annual convention in Portland, Ore., on 
June 7, 8, 9 and 10. 


—The Ohio National Life of Cincinnati has reinsured the outstanding business 
of the Ohio Mutual of that city. The deal involves about 700 policyholders and 
$1,500,000 of insurance. 


—The Marquette Life of Springfield, Ill., is raising its paid-in capital stock to 
$300,000, placing the new issue of approximately $200,000 at $20 per share. The 
issue is being rapidly. subscribed. 


—The Great Northern Life of Toledo, Ohio, is pursuing its $1,000,000 a month 
ambition with enthusiasm and expects to outdo itself by placing $1,500,000 of 
business on its books during May. 


—Stock salesmen are offered an excellent opportunity in choice territory in 
another part of this issue by a well-established life company which is extending 
its capital stock. 

—Joseph Tuteur of Minneapolis, for many years with the New York Life in 
the agency-organizing department, and formerly in charge of that company’s 
business in Mexico, has been elected a director and vice-president of the North- 
ern Life of Rock Island, Ill. 


—The California Department recently examined the West Coast Life of San 
Francisco and found the company in excellent condition. The management was 
complimented on its care in handling the funds, while the investments were 
found to be well placed and amply secured. The ordinary department is re- 
ported to be in a flourishing state and the industrial branch to have successfully 
passed its development stage and entered into a period of solidity and profit. 





THE SOUTH. 





Kentucky Court of Appeals Sustains Fundamental Clause 
of Policy Contract. 


LOUISVILLE, May 22.—An important decision, sustaining a funda- 
mental feature of the life insurance contract, has been handed down 
by the Court of Appeals of Kentucky in the case of Loton McGregor 
against the Metropolitan Life, in which $2,000, the face of a policy, writ- 
ten on a daughter of McGregor, is sued for. The agent of the company 
accepted part of the initial premium at the time the policy was written. 
Before it was returned by the home office the girl became sick and died, 
and the agent, of course, did not deliver the policy. The parents 
asserted that the acceptance of the premium payment made the policy 
effective, but the court holds that the clause in the policy providing 
that unless the insured is in good health the policy need not be delivered 
was not waived. 





—The Bankers Guarantee Life of Taylor, Tex., expects to complete final or- 
ganization shortly. 


—The Prudential Life of San Antonio, Tex., has been licensed. The company 
has $100,000 capital and $30,000 surplus. 


—April was celebrated as president’s month by the Southern States Life of 
Atlanta, Ga. On president’s day applications were received amounting to 
$257,350. 


—Isaac Davenport, actuary of the Virginia Ingurance Department, has ac- 
cepted an appointment as secretary and actuary of the Louisiana National Life of 
New Orleans. 


—The Masonic Mutual Life Association of Washington, D. C., has opened 
offices in Atlanta, Ga.,-in the Grant building. J. D. Atkinson and M. C. Morris, 
two well-known insurance men of Atlanta, have been selected as managers of the 
local offices. 


—The Wichita Southern Life of Wichita Falls, Tex., has recently been licensed. 
The company is capitalized at $115,000, and has already received applications for 
$300,000 of insurance. The officers are: J. A. Kemp, president, and E. P. Green- 
wood, vice-president and general manager. 


—The annual meeting of the Georgia Life of Macon, held recently, resulted in 
the election of the following officers: W. E. Small, president; L. A. Shepherd, 
secretary and treasurer; J. C. McAfee, medical director; M. Y. Maurey, super- 
intendent of agencies; J. Ellsworth Hall, general counsel, and E. I. Dupree, 
assistant secretary. 


—The San Antonio Life of San Antonio, Tex., reports a very satisfactory 
April, the new business written showing a good increase over March. The 
business issued and paid for during 1911 up to May 1 is well ahead of that 
period for last year, while the amount declined and returned for cancellation 
registered a very encouraging decrease. 
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MISCELLANEOUS LIFE NEWS. 


American Temperance Life of New York Examined. 


The New York Insurance Department has recently published a report 
of its examination of the condition of the American Temperance Life 
of New York, as of January 31, 1911. On that date the association’s 
total ledger assets amounted to $222,801, against total liabilities of $134,- 
259. The examiner reviews at length the history and plan of the orga- 
nization, as well as the efforts it has made to carry out the recommenda- 
tions of the special committee of members appointed last year. Some 
of these it finds to have been put into effect almost immediately, espe- 
cially those asking for economy in management, and others to have 
been given little definite or decisive action. The recommendation that 
the policies be valued and a competent reserve created against them is 
characterized as almost impossible in view of the basis on which the 
organization is founded and the amount of assets now in its possession. 
The report closes with favorable comment on the improvement in the 
matter of resisted and compromised claims, finding that only about five 
per cent of the claims made during 1910 were resisted or compromised. 
The company has about 7500 policies in force for $7,400,000 of insurance. 





Statistics of Fraternal Societies. 


Statistics of Fraternal Societies, 1911 edition, gives in very concise 
form a wide range of information regarding the rates, plans, cost, mor- 
tality and financial standing of all the leading fraternal societies operat- 
ing in the United States. Among the data included are: Cost of man- 
agement, total and per capita; deaths per 1000 members; average age, 
number of assessments; amount collected per $1000; death losses paid; 
insurance in force; number of members and lodges; cost of joining; 
assets, liabilities, etc. Price, in flexible leather binding, $1.10; manila 
binding, 85 cents, shipment prepaid. 

This work may be purchased through The Spectator Company, 135 
William street, New York. 





Fraternal Decision Reversed. 

Last week the appellate division ia Brooklyn reversed the decision 
of Supreme Court Justice Kelly in the case of Green vs. the Royal 
Arcanum and ordered a new trial. The point at issue was whether the 
supreme council of the order had full power to levy increased assess- 
ments on members and suspend them if they refused to pay the higher 
rates. The lower court decided that the organization was under con- 
tractual relations with its members and could not change the assess- 
ments. The case will be carried to the court of appeals. 





—The Consolidated Chart of Insurance Organizations, covering fraternal, bene- 
ficiary societies, life companies and stipulated premium and assessment associa- 
tions for the year 1910, has been received from The Fraternal Monitor. 

—The Metropolitan Life recently paid a claim of $100,000 on the life of Charles 
L. Davis, head of the Davis-Bierly Table Company of Shelbyville, Ind. Mr. 
Davis paid only two annual premiums of $2,460.40 each, the policy being dated 
March 10, 1910, and he died of pneumonia on April 3, 1911, in his forty-first year. 








Casualty, Surety and Miscellaneous 








Plate Glass Service and Information Bureau. 

The adjourned meeting of the plate glass insurance companies was 
held at the Hotel Astor, New York, May 18, and effected a National 
organization to be known as the Plate Glass Service and Information 
Bureau, which is expected to be in operation by July 1. The following 
companies were represented: New Amsterdam, tna Accident and 
Liability, Casualty Company of America, Fidelity and Casualty, Fidelity 
and Deposit, Philadelphia Casualty Company, Great Eastern, Lloyds 
Plate Glass, Maryland Casualty, Metropolitan Casualty, New Jersey 
Fidelity and Plate Glass, New York Plate Glass, Ocean Accident, Royal 
Indemnity, United States Fidelity and Guaranty, American Casualty. 
The following, while not present, signified their willingness to co-op- 
erate: United States Plate Glass, Pittsburg Casualty, Prudential Casu- 
alty, Pacific Coast Casualty. 

The objects of the new association are to act as referee in all mat- 
ters concerning plate glass insurance in any part of the United States 
where such action may legally be taken to promote uniformity, sound 
practices and friendly co-operation, to collate and tabulate statistical 
information, to promote the establishment of local associations to settle 
differences between companies, to keep the members of the bureau 
informed as to all legislation affecting plate glass insurance, and as 
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far as practicable to secure fair and equitable legislation for the in- 
sured and for the company. 

It is believed that every company writing plate glass insurance will 
eventually be included in the membership. The old Plate Glass Under- 
writers Association of New York, it is proposed, is to make a local asso- 
ciation by amending its constitution. 

The following is the governing board: Lloyds Plate Glass, New York 
Plate Glass, Fidelity and Deposit, Casualty Company of America, Metro- 
politan Casualty. Ex-officio—New Amsterdam Casualty, W. F. Moore, 
chairman; Royal Indemnity, C. H. Holland, vice-chairman; Fidelity and 
Casualty, N. D. Sterling, secretary and treasurer. 

Local plate glass associations will be established at various points 
under the supervision of the National body. 





Federal Bond Bureau. 


The American Surety Company of New York has decided to estab- 
lish a Federal Bond Bureau in the city of Washington, in addition to 
its regular branch office at that city. This bureau will be in charge of 
Samuel Hazen Bond, who has resigned from the Government service in 
order to take up this work. Mr. Bond has had exclusive control of 
practically all the Federal Government’s bonding business since the 
Government began to accept corporate surety. Mr. Bond will devote 
his time exclusively to serving the American Surety Company and its 
patrons before the various executive departments at Washington, ex- 
cept in connection with mail contract bonds, which are under the super- 
vision of Henry J. Finley. 





Prudential Casualty Company, Indianapolis, Ind. 


The Prudential Casualty Company of Indianapolis, Ind., has made the 
following recent appointments: Dr. H. T. Weston, formerly with the 
Travelers, and for several years in charge of the Aitna’s underwriting 
department at Cleveland, has been placed in charge of the liability 
department; H. F. Daley, formerly in charge of the burglary department 
of the National Surety, has joined the ranks of the Prudential; W. C. 
Rutherford, formerly agent for the Ocean at Anderson, Ind., and R. W. 
Miller, for the past ten years with the London Guarantee and Accident, 
have been added to the field force of home office special agents. 

The company has entered Wisconsin and Ohio. 





American Bankers of St. Louis Gets Federal Union 
Surety of Indianapolis. 


President W. T. Durbin, Vice-President S. E. Rauh and Directors 
E. M. Wilson, Frank H. Cutshall and Burton E. Parrott of the Federal 
Union Surety of Indianapolis resigned last week and were succeeded by 
J. B. Christensen as president, and A. C. Landon, vice-president, who, 
with E. A. Peters, fill the vacancies in the directorate. C. M. Abbott 
and Henry C. Paul will continue as second and third vice-presidents, 
respectively, and Colonel Durbin retains his membership in the board 
of directors. The new officers are all from St. Louis, but will move to 
Indianapolis. The sale of 2000 shares of the company’s stock has been 
authorized to bring the capital up to $500,000. 

The purchase of control of the Federal Union Surety of Indianapolis 
last week by St. Louis parties, which resulted in the election of J. B. 
Christensen as its president, and other changes in its executive staff and 
directorate, is the forerunner of a merger between that company and 
the American Bankers Assurance Company of St. Louis, of which Mr. 
Christensen is vice-president and counsel. The arrangements for amal- 
gamation are not yet complete, and while they are pending the Ameri- 
can Bankers will act as a holding company for the Federal Union. The 
headquarters of the former will shortly be moved to Indianapolis. 





Protection Against Burglars. 


The burglary insurance department of the General Accident is dis- 
tributing to its patrons a little novelty in the form of a keyless lock. 
This instrument can be applied to a door-catch, and when screwed tight 
it becomes impossible to open the door, nor can the lock be picked or 
broken. It is a decidedly interesting novelty and also a source of 
amusement when one attempts to use it without knowing the manner 
of setting it. 

The General Accident is experiencing a very satisfactory business 
year thus far, and is steadily increasing its premium income, 
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Fire Insurance 


Globe Indemnity Company to be Organized in New York. 
The Liverpool and London and Globe Insurance Company is organiz- 
ing a casualty company which will be managed from its United States 
branch in New York and will be known as the Globe Indemnity. The 
new company will write liability, accident, workmen’s compensation, 
burglary, boiler, plate glass, fly-wheel, and other lines. 





New Washington Code Construed. 


In response to an inquiry of Commissioner Schively the Attorney 
General has issued the following construction on two clauses of the new 
Washington Code affecting bonding and surety companies: 


1. Will reinsurance allow a bonding company to accept a risk of more than 
ten per cent of the company’s capital and surplus? 

2. Will a company prohibited from transacting a certain class of business be 
allowed to enter twice and pay double fees, thus allowing it to transact the 
prohibited class of business, provided it has sufficient capital to cover the different 

classes which it desires to transact? 

Section 193, chapter 49, Session Laws 1911, provides in part that surety com- 
anies may execute bonds, but that no security shall be accepted on any bond 
or an amount in excess of ten per cent of the paid-up cash capital and surplus. 
This is clearly a limitation, and is apparently mandatory upon surety companies. 
The term “reinsurance” is defined in section 2 of said chapter as follows: 

“Reinsurance means a contract by which an insurer procures a third party to 
insure it against loss or liability by reason of such original insurance.” 

No provision is found in chapter 49 relating to reinsurance. It is, therefore, 
our opinion that the mere fact of reinsurance in another company would not 
permit a surety company to accept a risk of more than ten per cent of the 
company’s capital and surplus. 
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ten years’ experience. Some rates are to be increased, while others will show a 


reduction. 

—John L. Ward, assistant manager of the burglary and plate glass department 
of the Royal Indemnity Company, died last week of pneumonia after a brief 
illness. He was well known in burglary insurance circles, having since 1904 been 
successively connected with the National Surety, the Ocean Accident and the 
Etna Indemnity. 

—The Casualty Underwriters Association of the Pacific has been organized. 
The object of this association is to promote good will and harmony between the 
members and to co-operate within the territory embracing California, Oregon, 
Washington, Utah, Montana, Nevada and New Mexico. The majority of the 
companies writing liability insurance in this territory have signed. 

—The stockholders of the Title Guaranty and Surety of Scranton who objected 
to the plan for issuing $500,000 of new stock, and demanded permission to ex- 
amine the books, have, through Attorney M. J. Martin, been granted their 
request, and the State Audit Company is making the examination. At the same 
time an examination is being made by the United States Treasury Department. 


—Three distinct plans of workmen’s compensation have been reported to the 
Massachusetts Legislature by the special commission appointed to investigate 
the question last summer. One bill is voluntary, placing the burden on industry 
at large; the second is compulsory, placing the burden on the individual em- 
ployer, and the third is also compulsory, but provides that both employer and 
employees contribute to the fund from which claims are to be paid. 

—Aside from the new laws enacted by the New Jersey Legislature, other im- 
portant steps were taken, among them being the passage of a bill providing for 
the naming by the Governor of a commission on old age insurance and pensions 
similar to those that prevail in some European countries. The commission, one 

ber of which is to be a representative of employers and another a repre- 





Your second inquiry is covered by sections 83 and 84, of chapter 49, S 
Laws 1911. Section 88 classifies the insurance business into fourteen classes. 
Section 84 provides the class or classes of insurance that may be permitted by 
any insurance company. A careful reading of this section convinces us that 
fidelity and surety insurance companies, providing they have the qualifications 
prescribed by the statute, may make insurance under classes 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 11, 13 
and 14, and in no other classes. 

Liability insurance companies having the proper qualifications may make insur- 
ance under classes 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 11, 13 and 14, and in no other classes. Sub- 
divisions 5 and 6, of section 84, are clearly limitations upon the powers of fidelity 
and surety companies and liability insurance companies. Subdivision 7 of said 
section then provides, under the heading of “Other Companies,” that no insurance 
company shall make insurance in either class 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13 or 14, without 
having a certain capital stock, and without having an additional capital of not less 
than $50,000, if such insurance company shall make insurance in more than one of 
said classes. 

Answering your inquiry Grovtty Fes are, therefore, advised that a fidelity and 
surety insurance company or a liability insurance company is not permitted to 
make insurance except in the classes mentioned in subdivisions 5 and 6, of section 
84, chapter 49, Session Laws 1911, and is specifically prohibited from making 
insurance in any other of the classes of insurance specified in section 83 of said 
chapter. Nor would such company be permitted to transact business in the pro- 
hibited classes by paying double fees. 





Increased Liability Rates Imminent. 


LOUISVILLE, May 22.—It is stated by general agents of liability com- 
panies doing business in this State that an agreement has been reached 
relative to a general advance in rates, to be made effective about June 1. 
The experience of companies in Kentucky has indicated that present 
rates are not sufficiently high, and an average increase of about fifty 
per cent is in prospect. Coal mines and other leading classes have 
shown heavy losses during the past few years, so that a radical advance 
is regarded as necessary. It is stated that practically all of the com- 
panies have agreed to the change, and that the new schedules will be 
sent out to agents in the near future. 





Casualty Notes. 


—The Provident Life and Accident of Chattanooga, Tenn., is about to enter 
Louisiana. 

—Lieut.-Col. H. S. Home Drummond, chairman of the General Accident of 
Perth, Scotland, died suddenly last week. 

—The Burglary Insurance Underwriters Association will meet to-morrow to 
consider the proposed policy form submitted by the American Bankers Associa- 
tion. 


—The United Casualty and Surety Company of Nashville was licensed on 
May 9, and will guarantee all policies issued by the Dixie Casualty of Memphis 
since that date. The new company’s forms will not be ready for issuance for 
several weeks. 

—The London and Lancashire, which has been licensed to write casualty 
business jin Illinois, will soon appoint its manager for that department and 
begin the writing of business generally in the West. 

—Franklin J. Moore, United States manager of the General Accident, and W. 
A. L. Laughton, resident manager of the Employers Liability, will both sail for 
Europe early next month for a short vacation, and will attend the coronation of 
King George. 

—The American Fidelity Company of Montpelier, Vt.; the Woodmens Casualty 
Company of Springfield, and the National Fidelity and Casualty Company have 
signified their intention of entering California by applying to the State Insurance 
Department for the necessary blanks and papers. 

—It is stated on good authority that there will be a change made in the rates 
on all the liability insurance in Atlanta, Ga., that is written by the larger com- 
panies, beginning June 1. This adjustment was reached recently as a result of 


sentative of employees, is authorized as a bureau of information and assistance 
for employers and employees and municipalities and counties, with a view to 
aiding and assisting regarding the establishment of a system of old age insurance 
and pensions or annuities. 





Surety Notes. 
—Vice-President Humphrey, of the Equitable Surety of St. Louis, is in 
California, and some interesting surety developments may result from his visit. 
—Daniel N. Gage, formerly vice-president and general manager of the Etna 
Indemnity, is now with the contract bond department of the National Surety. 








REPORTS OF FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES. 


In this department will appear, from week to week, the latest state- 
ments of licensed and unlicensed fire insurance companies operating in 
the United States, together with other information concerning them of 
interest to policyholders, company officials, agents and brokers. The 
data presented in this department will also be published in the form of a 
monthly supplement to the book entitled ‘“‘Reports of Fire Insurance 
Companies,’’ which is published annually, in May, by The Spectator 
Company. Prices: Book, with monthly supplements, one year, $7; book 
only, $5; monthly supplement.only, $2 per annum. 


Amazon, Dallas, Tex. G. Hall is secretary, and Henry Guthard 

is treasurer of the Detroit National Fire. 

The Amazon Fire, with headquarters 

at Dallas, Tex., has been incorporated, 

with a capital stock of $1,000,000. The 

incorporators are: Orchard, I. J. 
Willingham and E, G. Senter. 





Franklin Mutual Fire, L. & S. Union. 


The Franklin Mutual Fire, Lightning 
and Storm Union has been organized at 
Carnesville, Ga. 








Brewers & Liquor Merchants, 
Manitowoc. 


The Brewers and Liquor Merchants 
Fire is to be organized at Manitowoc, 
Wis., to_take over the business of the 
Liquor Dealers Limited Mutual. 


Globe Fire, San Antonio. 


The Globe Fire, San Antonio, Tex., 
expects to be ready to commence 
operations in May. It will have $200,000 
capital and a like amount of surplus. 

. W. Cannon is president, and Lloyd 
Caldwell is secretary. 








Century Fire, Des Moines. 


On July 1 the Century Fire of Des 
Moines will cease to éxist as such, and 
become the Iowa branch of the St. 
Louis Fire of St. Louis, Mo. President 
Davis of the St. Louis Fire is reported 
as denying the rumor of a merger with 
the Central Union Fire of Kansas City, 
Mo. Niagara-Detroit Underwriters. 

The Niagara-Detroit Underwriters has 
been formed 4 the Niagara Fire of 
New York, the Detroit Fire and Marine 
and the Michigan Fire and Marine of 
Detroit, Mich. It will be issued inde- 
pendently of the lines of the constituent 
companies, 


Ins. Co. of State of Ill., Rockford. 


The capital of the Insurance Company 
of the State of Illinois has been in- 
creased from $300,000 to $400,000 and 
$75,000 added to its surplus. 








Dallas Mut., Dallas, Tex. 


The Dallas Mutual Fire of Dallas, 
Tex., has been chartered to do business. 
The incorporators are: . O. Hitch- 
cock, J. C. Watson, S. M. Roberts, E. 
W. Deen, F. P. Hudson, George P. 
Cooper, I. M. Sheffield. 





Oglethorpe Fire, Atlanta, Ga. 


The Oglethorpe Fire Insurance Com- 





Detroit National Fire, Detroit, Mich. 


. : P pany of Georgia is being promoted in 
Marion O. Rowland is president of Atlanta by the Hughs & Yates general 
the Detroit National Fire of Detroit, agency. he capital stock is $100,000, 


Mich., which is being organized, with a with a like amount of surplus, and the 
capital stock of $1,000,000. Philip company will confine its operations to 
Breitmeyer is vice-president, Ernest the State of Georgia. 
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